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Part II. Description of Curriculum Change

Part IL 1. Catalog description for the revised program:

The Department of Criminology offers students seeking
careers in criminology a broad liberal arts education that
encourages them to think critically about crime and justice
issues and also prepares them for careers in the criminal
justice system. The degrees offered are the Bachelor of Arts
with a major in Criminology and the Bachelor of Arts with a
major in Criminology Pre-Law track. Additionally, students
enrolled in the Computer Science/Information Assurance
Track may minor in Criminology. Through the School of
Graduate Studies and Research, the department also offers
graduate work at both the master’s and doctoral levels. The
program in Criminology has a fivefold objective:

1. The education of students for employment and leadership
in the expanding field of criminology and criminal justice
2, The education of presently employed criminal justice
personnel who recognize a need for furthering their
education

3. The instruction of students who wish to acquire an
understanding of the processes of criminal justice as a
cultural part of their higher

education

4. The instruction of students who wish to prepare for
graduate study and/or research in criminology

5. A curriculum that provides an excellent foundation for
students preparing for a career in law

Nearly every level of government offers opportunities for
professional careers in criminology. For example,
employment opportunities normally exist in more than fifty
federal agencies (e.g., Federal Bureau of Investigation, U.S.
Department of Treasury, Federal Bureau of Prisons).
Graduates also will find employment in local and state
organizations including law enforcement (e.g., Pennsylvania
State Police, various municipal police departments) and
correctional agencies (e.g., probation, parole, Pennsylvania
Department of Corrections). Additionally, there are a wide
variety of opportunities in the expanding fields of private,
commercial, and industrial security, including cybersecurity.
Furthermore, many governmental agencies have specialized
units dealing with juveniles, community relations, training,
education, and research. Career opportunities also are
available in research and teaching at the college and
university levels and in research divisions of various
agencies.

Minor—Criminology 18(1)
Required Courses:

CRIM 101 Crime and Justice Systems 3cr(2)
CRIM 102 Survey of Criminology 3cr
CRIM 401 Contemporary Issues in 3cr
Criminology

CRIM 403 Dilemmas in Criminology and 3cr
Criminal Justice

Two additional CRIM electives, one 6cr (3, 4)
chosen from Controlled Electives Group B

and one from Group C

(1) Must have formal Criminology Department
approval to be admitted to minor in Criminology.

(2) Meets Liberal Studies Social Science requirement.
(3) For students in the Computer Science Information
Assurance major, CRIM 321 may be substituted for
Group B elective.

(4) For students in the Computer Science Information
Assurance major, CRIM 323 may be substituted for
Group C elective.




Part II. 2. Summary of Changes

2a. Table comparing old and new program descriptions.

The Department of Criminology offers students seeking
careers in criminology a broad liberal arts education that
encourages them to think critically about crime and
justice issues and also prepares them for careers in the
criminal justice system. The degrees offered are the
Bachelor of Arts with a major in Criminology and the
Bachelor of Arts with a major in Criminology Pre-Law
track. Additionally, students may minor in Criminology.
Through the School of Graduate Studies and Research,
the department also offers graduate work at both the
master’s and doctoral levels. The program in
Criminology has a fivefold objective:

1. The education of students for employment and
leadership in the expanding field of criminology and
criminal justice

2. The education of presently employed criminal justice
personnel who recognize a need for furthering their
education

3. The instruction of students who wish to acquire an
understanding of the processes of criminal justice as a
cultural part of their higher

education

4. The instruction of students who wish to prepare for
graduate study and/or research in criminology

5. A curriculum that provides an excellent foundation
for students preparing for a career in law

Nearly every level of government offers opportunities
for professional careers in criminology. For example,
employment opportunities normally exist in more than
fifty federal agencies (e.g., Federal Bureau of
Investigation, U.S. Department of Treasury, Federal
Bureau of Prisons). Graduates also will find
employment in local and state organizations including
law enforcement (e.g., Pennsylvania State Police,
various municipal police departments) and correctional
agencies (e.g., probation, parole, Pennsylvania
Department of Corrections). Additionally, there are a
wide variety of opportunities in the expanding fields of
private, commercial, and industrial security, including
cybersecurity. Furthermore, many governmental
agencies have specialized units dealing with juveniles,
community relations, training, education, and research.
Career opportunities also are available in research and
teaching at the college and university levels and in
research divisions of various agencies.

The Department of Criminology offers students seeking
careers in criminology a broad liberal arts education that
encourages them to think critically about crime and
justice issues and also prepares them for careers in the
criminal justice system. The degrees offered are the
Bachelor of Arts with a major in Criminology and the
Bachelor of Arts with a major in Criminology Pre-Law
track. Additionally, students enrolled in the Computer
Science/Information Assurance Track may minor in
Criminology. Through the School of Graduate Studies
and Research, the department also offers graduate work
at both the master’s and doctoral levels. The program in
Criminology has a fivefold objective:

1. The education of students for employment and
leadership in the expanding field of criminology and
criminal justice

2. The education of presently employed criminal justice
personnel who recognize a need for furthering their
education

3. The instruction of students who wish to acquire an
understanding of the processes of criminal justice as a
cultural part of their higher

education

4. The instruction of students who wish to prepare for
graduate study and/or research in criminology

5. A curriculum that provides an excellent foundation
for students preparing for a career in law

Nearly every level of government offers opportunities
for professional careers in criminology. For example,
employment opportunities normally exist in more than
fifty federal agencies (e.g., Federal Bureau of
Investigation, U.S. Department of Treasury, Federal
Bureau of Prisons). Graduates also will find
employment in local and state organizations including
law enforcement (e.g., Pennsylvania State Police,
various municipal police departments) and correctional
agencies (e.g., probation, parole, Pennsylvania
Department of Corrections). Additionally, there are a
wide variety of opportunities in the expanding fields of
private, commercial, and industrial security, including
cybersecurity. Furthermore, many governmental
agencies have specialized units dealing with juveniles,
community relations, training, education, and research.
Career opportunities also are available in research and
teaching at the college and university levels and in
research divisions of various agencies.




2b. Associated course changes.
1) Catalog description change for availability of a criminology minor.

3. Rationale for change. Currently, the criminology program has approximately 931 undergraduate majors and 60
minors. Additionally, the department offers classes to 134 pre-law students from other departments. Of the 931
majors, 328 (35%) are freshmen. Based on current recruiting trends and future staffing projections, it is anticipated
that the department will have insufficient allocations (faculty) to continue to provide required classes for
criminology majors, criminology minors, and pre-law students. The department’s primary obligation is to its
undergraduate majors, followed by its obligation to the pre-law program (changes would impact other departments).
Restricting the minor will assist the department in fulfilling its obligations to its undergraduate majors and to other
departments’ pre-law students. Since a criminology minor is mandatory for completion of the Computer
Science/Information Assurance Track, this obligation will continue to be honored so as not to impact the students
enrolling into that program.

Part II1. Implementation
Part I11. 1. How will the proposed revisions affect students already in the existing program?

Students in the existing program will be permitted to complete their minor in criminology. Starting Spring 2011
(201050) students will no longer be permitted to select a criminology minor unless they are enrolled in the
Computer Science/Information Assurance Track.

Part II1. 2. Are faculty resources adequate?
The reduction of criminology minor students releases faculty assets to facilitate required criminology courses.
Part I11. 3. Are other resources adequate?
The reduction of criminology minor students reduces the resource requirements for the department.
Part IIL. 4. Do you expect an increase or decrease in the number of students as a result of these revisions?
The revisions will have no impact on the number of criminology undergraduate students.

Part IV. Periodic Assessment

Part IV. 1. Describe the evaluation plan. Include evaluation criteria. Specify how student input will be
incorporated into the evaluation process.

Long-term program assessment is conducted through the five-year review, which incorporates both an outside
reviewer and input from current and past students. Annually, informal program assessment is conducted by the
department’s undergraduate curriculum committee; with input from the Temporary Faculty Screening Committee,
the Criminology Teaching Circle members, the Criminology Advising Center, the Department’s Executive
Committee, and student input solicited or unsolicited by faculty members and the criminology advising center. The
multiple source information is distributed/shared through various venues with the faculty members and the
department’s chair. Any shortcomings are then addressed through policy recommendations to the faculty from the
appropriate committee (undergraduate curriculum committee, executive committee, advising center, etc.).



Part IV. 2. Specify the frequency of the evaluations.

Program evaluations are on-going and issues are addressed as identified. A formal program assessment is conducted
every five years, but semester and annual program evaluations are conducted by the department’s undergraduate
curriculum committee at the beginning and end of each semester, focusing on retention, recruitment, student issues
and concemns, advising center data, etc.

Part IV. 3. Identify the evaluating entity.

Internal assessments are ongoing, with the primary evaluating entity being the department’s undergraduate
curriculum committee with input from other internal and external committees, individual faculty members, students,
and the advising center. Long-term assessments are a combination of internal and external evaluators.

Part V. Course Proposals

Proposal submitted requesting changes decreasing the number of criminology credits necessary to complete the
criminology program from 39 to 33, and increasing the number of free electives from 9 — 15 to 15 —21.

Proposal submitted requesting changes decreasing the number of criminology credits necessary to complete the
criminology pre-law program from 39 to 33, and increasing the number of free electives from 9 — 15 to 15— 21.

Part VI. Letters of Support or Acknowledgement

Not applicable.



