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Part II. Description of the Curriculum Change

1. New Syllabus of Record

I. Catalog Description:
ENGL 343 Drama 3¢-01-3cr
Prerequisites: ENGL 101, 122, or permission

Focuses on the forms and theories of drama as a genre. Emphasizes major writers and movements
as well as significant historical developments.

II. Course Objectives:
At the end of the course, students will be able to:

1.
2.

6.

Analyze the qualities and characteristics that define drama as a genre.
Explain the historical and cultural evolution of the drama genre, including current scholarly
controversies surrounding the genre, its categories, and specific texts.

3. Apply a variety of theoretical approaches to reading and viewing drama.
4,
5. Distinguish “major” and “literary” writers and dramas in the canon from “popular” dramas and

Analyze texts through writing and discussion.

formulate opinions as to the value and significance of such distinctions.
Apply studies in drama to student-identified interests, including personal reading and
viewing, coursework, teaching, etc.

III. Course Outline

Drama and Genre Theory
Introduction: Reading, Thinking, and Talking About Drama (3 hours)
What is Drama?
How to Read a Play
The Great Ages of Drama
Sub-genres of Drama
Elements of Drama

For Illustration and Example

Sophocles' Oedipus Rex. + Commentaries. (1 hour)

Drama and Feminist Theory

Aristophanes’ Lysistrata (1 hour)
Aphra Behn’s The Rover; Or, The Banished Cavaliers (1 hour)
Ibsen's A Doll House + Commentaries. (2 hours)

Drama and Socio-Economic Theory

Miller’s Death of a Salesman + Commentaries. (3 hours)

Brecht’s Mother Courage and Her Children + Commentaries (1 hour)

Williams' The Glass Menagerie + Commentaries. (2 hours)
MIDTERM EXAMINATION (1 hour)

Discussion of Group Presentations and Semester Projects + Formation of Groups. (1 hour)



Drama and Absurdist Theory
Chekhov's The Cherry Orchard + Commentaries.
Pirandello's Six Characters in Search of an Author + Commentary.
Beckett’s Krapp’s Last Tape

Drama and Socio-Economic Theory
Miller’s Death of a Salesman + Commentaries.
Brecht’s Mother Courage and Her Children + Commentaries
Williams' The Glass Menagerie + Commentaries.

Drama and Critical Race Theory
Renaissance Drama + Shakespeare’s Othello + Commentaries.
Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun + Commentary.
Fugard’s “MASTER HAROLD”...and the boys + Commentaries.
Wilson’s Fences

Drama and Queer Theory
Wilde's The Importance of Being Earnest + Commentaries.
Kushner's Angles in America + Commentary.

Final Exam Period: Group Presentations of Semester Projects

IV. Evaluation Methods

Reading Journals

Midterm Examination

Midterm Analysis Paper

Presentation/Lead Discussion

Participation

Final Paper/Project
Note: This will be a critical paper or creative project
that applies theories of drama to particular texts.
Topic must be approved by the professor first.

V. Grading Scale
The final grade for the course will be determined as follows:
A =90%-100%; B = 80-89.9%; C =70-79.9%; D = 60-69.9%; F < 60%.

VI. Attendance Policy

The attendance policy will conform to IUP’s Undergraduate Course Attendance Policy.

VII. Required textbook

20%
20%
20%
10%
10%
20%

Jacobus, The Compact Bedford Introduction to Drama, 6th ed. 2009.

VIII. Special Resource Requirements
There are no special resource requirements for this course.

(1 hour)
(1 hour)
(1 hour)

(3 hours)
(1 hour)
(2 hours)

(3 hours)
(2 hours)
(2 hours)
(2 hours)

(2 hours)
(6 hours)

(2 hours)
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2. Summary of the proposed revisions

We’ve revised course objectives, adjusted assignments accordingly, and updated the bibliography.

3. Justification/rationale for the revision

This course has not been revised in several years, and it has moved from a 200 to a 300-level course.

We’ve adjusted the objectives and types of assignments to reflect higher-level objectives and updated the

bibliography to reflect more current theoretical approaches to poetry.

4. The old syllabus of record

This course predates our last program revision. We were unable to find the old syllabus of record for
ENGL 217 Drama.

Part III. Letters of Support or Acknowledgement

See e-mail from Linda Norris, English Education coordinator regarding dropping the line in the
description about teaching poetry.
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Hi Wendy,

Yes, I think the way the wording is under the objectives in number 6 allows for
projects that could include teaching/teacher education. As far as I am concerned,

I do not have any objections, and the syllabi for the formerly-called genre
courses should be approved. LN
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