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W. DESCRIPTION OF CURRICULUM CHANGE

1. Catalog Description

|
Prerequisites:

Description:

e 4

Language, Gender and Society 3 ecredits

EN 101, EN 102, Junior Standing

This course investigates the various ways that language
and gender interact and intersect in society. The
class will examine such questions as: Does society use
language to favor one sex over the other? Why is
language a crucial component in formulating constructs
of masculinity and femininity? What stereotypes of
gender based language are being promoted in our
society? How can we analyze language to reveal
disparate views and treatment of the of the sexes?
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COURSE SYLLABUS

1. CATALOG DESCRIPTION

Language, Gender and Socizty 3 credits
Pterequisites: EN 101, EN 102, Junior Standing
Description:
This course investigates the various ways that language and gender
interact and intersect in society. The class will examine such questions
a§: Does society use language to favor one sex over the other? Why is
1gnguage a crucial component in formulating constructs of masculinity and
femininity? What stereotypes of gender based language are being promoted

in our society? How can we analyze language to reveal disparate views and
t&eatment of the of the sexes?

|

Il. COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To provide an overview of this rapidly expanding area of inquiry.

2. To examine changss in thinking that have taken placs about relations
between language structure and language use as 2 result of research

into male/female differences.

3l To develop a cross-cultural perspective on attitudes about gender
based language differences. :

4. To provide students with opportunities to research and discuss
critical issues in gender based language differences.
III. COURSE QUTLINE
1 [This representative course outline was used in Spring, 1930C]
WEEK ONE (JAN 23-25):
(T) INTRODUCTION
(R) Smith, Ch 1: Major Influences on Language and 5ex Research
WEEK TWO (JAN 30 - FEB 1):
l

; (T) Smith, Ch 2: The Sociogenesis of Relations between the Sexes

(R) Smith, Ch 3: Language and the Representation of Women and Men

i

WEEK THREE (FEB B - 8):

(T) Smith, Ch 4: Faeminine and Masculine Speech PP 58-77



(R) Smith, Ch 4: Feminine and Masculine Speech pp 77-91
WEEK FOUR (FEB 13 - 15):
(T) Smith, Ch 5: The Measurement of Femininity and Masculinity

(R) Smith, Ch 8: Judging Masculine and Feminine Social Identities
from Speech: Two Experiments

WEEK FIVE (FEB 20 - 22):

(T) Smith, Ch 7: The Management of Interaction

(R) Smith, Ch 8: Language, the Sexes and Social Change
WFEK SIX (FEB 27 - MAR 1):

| (T) Review

|

WFEK SEVEN (MAR 6 - 8):

(R) MIDTERM EXAMINATION

(T) Conferences on Research Papers

(R) Conferences on Research Papers; ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE
i
(NOTE: SATURDAY, MARCH 10, SPRING BREAK BEGINS]

WEEK EIGHT (MAR 12 - 16): *¥xXx SPRING BREAK *%K

WﬁEK NINE (MAR 20 - 22):
(T) Penfield, Introduction (xi-xxi)

(R) Penfield, Henley: This New Species That Seeks a New Language:
On Sexism in Language and Language Change

WFEK TEN (MAR 27 - 28):

(T) Penfield, Dubois and Crouch: Linguistic Disruption: He/She,
S/He, He or She, He-She

(R) Penfield, Nilsen: Guidelines Against Sexist Language:
A Case History (37-52)

WEEK ELEVEN (APR 3 - 5):
|

(T) Penfield, Nilsen: Appendix: Guidelines for Nonsexist Use of
Language



(R) Penfield, Withers: Resources for Liberating the Curriculunm

WEEK TWELVE (APR 10 - 12):
(T) Penfield, Appendix I: Recommendations to Liberate the Curriculum

Appendix II: Resource Tools to Liberate the
Curriculum

(R) Penfield, Penfield: Surnaming: The Struggle for Personal
Identity

Penfield, Van Den Bergen, Renaming: Vehicle for Empowerment

i
|
|
NDTE: APR 15 - EASTER SUNDAY

WEEK THIRTEEN (APR 17 -19):
(T) NO CLASS (Monday classes held instead)

(R) Penfield, Kramarae and Jenkins: Women Take Back the Talk

NEEY TOAURTELN (APR 24 - 2R):
o \ m=-—— - - et .

1
oIS R a

(T) Penfield, Medicine: The Role of American Indian Women in
Cultural Continuity and Transition

(R) Penfield, Zentella: Language and Female Identity in Puerto Rican
Community

WEEK FIFTEEN: (MAY 1 - 3):

5 (T) Penfield, Robins and Adenika: Informal Conversation Topics Among

: Urban Afro-American Women
Penfield, Postscript

: (R) FINAL PAPER DUE, RESEARCH REPORTS DUE

W%EK SIXTEEN (MAY 8 - 10):

(T) RESEARCH REPORTS DUE

(W) READING DAY

|

&AY 10-11; 14-17 FINAL EXAMINATIONS

4INAL EXAMINATION DATE:

IV. EVALUATION METHODS



Coanrse Requirements:

1. Students are responsible to prepare for each class by doing
the regquired reading and other assignments.

2. Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions
and other activities.

3. Students are expected to keep a journal based on summaries and
responses to required readings.

4. Students are expected to take a midterm examination

| 5. Students are expected to do an annotated bibliography for
* their research paper

g. Students are expected to do a research paper On one of the
following topics:

xgender marking and sex bias in language structure and context

xgex differences and\or similarities in language use: linguistic
components

ksex based diff=srences and\or similarities in conversational
interaction

xsex based differences and\or similarities in genre and style
*sex based language stereotypes

xsex based differences and\or similarities in children’s languagée
¥sex based language research in other cultures

xsex based language differences and\or similarities in nonverbal
communication

NOTE: Students may substitute other topics after consultation with
‘ instructor

7. Students are expected to give an oral report on their research.

FB. Students are expected to take a final examination.

Grading Procedures:

‘ Group activities, journal entries, the annotated bibliography, the
midterm, the research paper. oral report, and the final examination will
lbe graded on 2 point system. All points will be added together to arrive

' at the final grade.

Point values for the activities listed above are:



Class Assignments (readings and group activities) 200 pts

Journals 200 pts
Midterm Examination 100 pts
Annotated Bibliography S0 pts=
Research Paper 250 pt=
Oral Report on Research S0 pts
Final Examination 150 pts

Total Points 1000 pts

An A- represents at least 90% of the total points
A B- represents at least 80% of the total points
A C- represents at least 70% of the total points
A D- represents at least 607 of the total points

extbooks:

enfield, Joyce- (Ed.). (1987). MWomen and Language in transition.
New York State University of New York Press.

j REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND READINGS
B

Smith, Philip M. (18835). 1age sexes : society. New York:
‘ Basil Blackwell.
' i

Supplemental Book:

Thorne, Barrie, Cheris Kramarae and Nancy Henley. (123838). Lapguaze.,
| gender and societv. Rowley Massachusetts: Newbury House Publishers.

VI. No special resources are required.

VII. BIBLIOGRAPHY

éaron, Dennis E. (1988). v r g er. New Haven: Yale University
Press. [420.18 B268g]

Berryman, Cynthia L. and Virginia Eman, Eds. (1980). ioati
language and sex. Rowley: Newbury House.

Chalka, Elaine. (1982). Language., the socizl mirror Rowl=y: MNewbury
i House. [Instructor]

Coates, Jennifer. (1986). Women. men, and langnads: 2 gociolingnistic
| acenunt of sex differances in language, New York: Longman.
! [401.9 CB832w]

Dubois, Betty L. and Isabel Crouch, Eds. (1973). The sociologv of the
~ lansuages of Amperican women. San Antonio: Trinity University
| [instructor]
!
Farb, Peter. 1874. MYord plav: what happens when peapls £all thew
York: Enopf. [instructor]




Frank, Francine and Frank Anshen. 13883. Languags and the gsexes,
Albany: State University of New York Press. [420.19 F83511]

Key, Mary R. Male/female language. (1875). Metuchen, N.J.: The
Scarecrcw Press.

Kramarae, Cheris. (1981). Women and men speaking: framewoxks for
. analyvsis. Rowley: Newbury House. [401.9 K88w 03]

Lakoff, Robin. (1978). Languadge and women’'s place New York: Octagon
| Press. [301.412/L148]

Miller, Casey. (1976). Hords and wowmen. Garden City, MN.Y.: Anchor Books.
[301.412014 M812w 05 DEPT COPY]

Nilsen, Allen P., Haig Bosmajian, H. Lee Gershuny, and Julia P.
i Stanley. (1977). Sexism and language, Urbana: Naticonal Council
of Teachers of English. [301.412 Se81x 05 DEPT COPY]

Penfleld Joyce- (1887). Women and language in transition. Albany, N.Y.
State University of New York Press. [401.8 W842m]

Philips, Susan U., Susan Steele, and Christine Tanz, Eds. (1887).
Lansuage ., gender. and sex in comparative pers :Pﬂ*ﬁvp New Yorlk:
Cambridge University Press. [401.8 L26934a]

.

ctices in Teaching English 1375-1377)
achers of English [407/RC12¢]

[

(I'

Shibamoto, Janet S. (1885). Japanese women's lapguage. Orlando:
Academic Press. [435.6018/Sh61j]

Sutcliffe, David and Ansel Wong Eds. (1986). The language of the Black
experience. Oxford : Basil Blackwell.

Thorne, Barry and Nancy Henley. (1973). Landuage and sex: diffarence
and dominance. Rowley: Newbury House [001.54019/L632a]

Vetterling-Braggin, Mary Ed. (1981). Sexist langnage: a2 modexn
i i ] is London: Littlefield, Adams.

[401.9/W4621]



AB.

COURSE ANALYSIS QUESTIONNAIRE
DETAILS OF THE COURSE

This course will be an elective for English majors. It iz also an
important component in thes IUP Women’'s Studies minor.

This course does not require changes in any other courses or programs
in the department.

This course will be offered as a mixture of l=2cture, group and
individual research activities as is typical of many of the courses
in our department.

This course has been offeresd as a Special Topic during the Fall,
1987 term (Nine students enrolled); Spring, 1383 term (Thirtesn
students enrolled) and is being offered during the Spring, 13990
(Twenty-one students enrolled). Formal student evaluations are
available for only the Fall, 1887 term. Sixty-seven percent of the
students rated the course “Superior” in the Overall category, and 11%
rated the course "Above Average” in the same category. In addition,
in informal evaluations of the courses, the majority of students were
very positive in their resactions., and many of the studsnts who are
enrolled in the Spring, 1390 course signed up because of
reconmmencdations from studsnts who had taken the course in the past.

This course is not dual level.
This course is not to be taken for variable credit

A similar course is offered at the University of California,
and at Old Dominion University

Descriptions of each of these courses are attached. The description
of the course offered at the University is taken from the Preface of
Male/female lansuage, one of the first books written on this subject.
The author, Mary Ritchie Key is credited with developing one of the
first courses in this area. The second description is from a catalog
from 0ld Dominion University, Virginia.

The skills and centent of this course are not required by any
professional society or external agency.

INTERDISCIPLINARY IMPLICATICNS
This course will be taught by one instructor, not by a team.
No additional or corollary courses will be nseded now or later.

This course does not overlap with courses taught by other
departments,

ats.

X

This course will have no reserved s



C

y%)

b. Current space allocations are adegquate to offer this
course.

c. No new equipment is needed to teach this course.

d. No laboratory supplies are nesded for this course.

e. Library holdings are adequate for this course.

f. No travel funds are associated with this cours

D

No grant funds are associated with this course.

This course will be offered once a year, usually in the Spring
semester.

One section of the course will be offzred at 3 tinme.

No more than students will be accommodated in this
course. The natdre oO: e group activities and class discussions
restrict enrollment to this number.

No professional society recommends enrollment limit

3
for a course of this nature. But this course is follow
model of similar elective courses in the department.

(e

This course is not a curriculum reguirement.
MISCELLANEQUS

Ho additional information is necessary.
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PREFACE

(Tt DY P,

Not another book on women!

— The difference today is that now the books about
women are being written by women. This should enhance :

5 the information and perspectives on the problems of human :

: relationships. Here we might recall the old fable about
the lion and the painting. The story goes that a lion was
looking at a painting of a hunter slaying a lion, and he com-
mented, "Yes, but who painted the picture? A lion might ;
have done it differently.” As I researched the linguistic 8
studies on "women's language, ' it became abundantly clear O
that men were left out. Note the many titles in the bib- ‘
liography which refer only to women's language. Often the
studies simply reiterated the old saw that women were
peculiar and their speech types "abnormal" or "cute" or 8
somehow less than normal. Equally balanced studies of i
female and male differences and varieties are needed, in
order to understand the whole. b

e s

St pda

This book is an expansion of a paper which I de-
livered at the American Dialect Society in New York in
i 18970. I first became aware of male /female differences in
g language when I heard them many years ago in a South
American Indian language located in the rainforest of the 5
great Amazon region.[ I became seriously involved in ob-
serving male /female differences several vears ago when L o~
nitiated a course on m e/lemale language at the University - 3
: ot Califormia. It may have Deen the TiTSt course on this :

] Subiect ever taught. | From that course I prepared an out-

i
: , J 3l
E line and bibliography which were included in Female Studies: 4

No. 2, published by the Modern Language Association. I

am writing at a time when male and female usage is very g
much in a state of transition. What is said today must be
revised tomorrow. Some of the examples will seem out of
date; others will be ahead of their time.

i
t
.
.
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