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GEOG 231 ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY
New Syllabus of Record

L. Catalog Description:

3 class hours

GEOG 231 Economic Geography 0 lab hours

3 credits
(3¢-01-3cr)

Prerequisites: none

Introduction to geographic concepts, methods, and skills related to spatial patterns of production,
consumption, and exchange over the earth's surface. Emphasizes a global perspective using a
combination of theoretical and empirical concepts.

IL. Course Outcomes:
Upon completing the course students will be able to:

Objective 1.
Understand economic development at local, regional, and international scales.

Expected Liberal Studies Learning Outcomes 1-3: Informed, Empowered, and Responsible
Learners

Rationale: Systems of production, distribution, and consumption have undergone radical
changes in recent decades. IUP students, as citizens of the world, need information about the
changes and theoretical concepts that will assist their comprehension of future changes. The
course examines issues at local (what sectors are growing in the Pittsburgh area), regional (what
spatial factors contribute to the national economy), and international (how does globalization
work) scales of analysis. For example, one section of the course is devoted to transnational
institutions, another deals with the region as an economic place, and a third covers location
theory specifically as it applies to decisions at the local (firm) level. The students’ command of
course themes will be assessed by hour exams designed to test empirical and theoretical
knowledge in the context of varying scales.

Objective 2.
Evaluate the spatial aspects of business and professional issues.

Expected Liberal Studies Learning Qutcomes 1-3: Informed, Empowered, and Responsible Learners

Rationale: The new economic geography is not only full of challenges, it is full of
opportunities. Economic geography considers the ways in which technology and commerce
affect the development of cities and regions, and it analyzes why certain regions and activity
sectors are leaders in expansion and growth. Students will be informed about processes of
investment and disinvestment and potential effects of the processes on labor markets. With such
knowledge they will be more empowered to identify places and situations where they can
contribute. Map interpretation skills are introduced to help students learn to evaluate thematic
topics and appreciate the significance of location, arrangement, and place. These skills are
assessed on the Atlas Quiz and the Location Quiz.
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Objective 3.
Distinguish between different ideological models and analyze their relevance to a range of issues.

Expected Liberal Studies Learning Outcomes 1-3: Informed, Empowered, and Responsible Learners

Rationale: Disparities in wealth and well-being abound and are conspicuous at the three scales
considered by the course. This objective reflects the range of explanations that have been
offered for the geographical disparities, and the course examines the intellectual underpinnings
of ideas such as logical positivism, structuralism, and humanism. Questions on the hour exams
assess student understanding of the —isms.

Objective 4.
Examine the importance of time and place in the study of economic geography.

Expected Liberal Studies Learning Outcomes 1-3: Informed, Empowered, and Responsible Learners

Rationale: Students become informed about processes of diffusion, contrasts between nodal and
uniform regions, the sequent occupance of production systems, the importance of absolute and
comparative advantage, and the contemporary significance of historical events such as the
industrial revolution or the implementation of the Soviet centrally planned economy. Questions
on the hour exams assess student understanding of the concepts of historical economic

geography.

Objective 5.
Illustrate the interaction between cultural characteristics, such as language or gender roles, and the

functions of economic systems.

Expected Liberal Studies Learning Qutcomes 1-3: Informed, Empowered, and Responsible Learners

Rationale: Economic geography is sometimes "explained" with facile arguments about cultural
superiority. The purpose here is to make students aware of the complexity of cultural/economic
interactions and wary of simplistic narratives. There will be at least one exam or quiz question
on essay format to assess student ability to articulate subjective concepts.

I11. Detailed Course Qutline:

READING
TOPIC ASSIGNMENT
A. Introduction and Plan of the Course (1 academic hour)
B. Framework of Economic Geography (3 academic hours) Wood Ch. 1
1. Sectors of production Goode's p. 107

2. Philosophical approaches
3. Location and place



Detailed Course Outline (continued):
TOPIC

C. World Population (3 academic hours)

1. Distribution & numbers
a. uneven global pattern
b.methods of measurement

2. Historical trends

3. Contrasting theories
a. Malthus and neo-Malthusians
b. demographic transition

D. Development & Disparities (3 academic hours)

1. Comparisons of wealth
2. Development stages (Rostow)
a. useful descriptive categories
b. uninformative about causes
3. Development theories
a. core-periphery models
b. ideological implications

E. Global Economy (3 academic hours)
1. Regional specialization
a. economies of scale
b. complementarity
2. Trade and currency
a. U.S./global patterns
b. currency exchange rates
c. trade restrictions

EXAM 1(1 academic hour)

F. Transnational Institutions (2 academic hours)
1. Multinational firms
2. Regional trade organizations
3. Global institutions

G. Transportation (2.5 academic hours)
1. Geographical concepts
2. Modes and rates
3. Eras

ATLAS QUIZ (.5 academic hours)

READING
ASSIGNMENT

Goode's pp. 8-10,

Wood Ch. 6
Goode's pp. 11-16,
52-57

Wood Ch. 5
Goode's p. 77

Wood Ch. 4
Goode's p. 80

Wood Ch. 8
Goode's pp. 98-100

AQ Study Guide



Detailed Course Outline (continued):
TOPIC

H. The Region as an Economic Place (3 academic hours)
1. Agglomeration
2. Economic base
3. Historical urban functions
4. Models of spatial structure

I. Location Theory (3 academic hours)
1. Definition and issues
2. Neo-classical analysis
3. Behavioral & structural analysis

J. Systems of Urban Places (2 academic hours)
1. Central place theory
a. concepts
b. geometry
c. conclusions
2.Psychographics and demographics in space

EXAM 2(1 academic hour)

K. Empirical modifications (3 academic hours)
1. urban regions
2. North American industrial regions
3. global industrial regions

L. Geography of Primary Production (3 academic hours)

1. Regional impacts

a. long supply lines

b. economic characteristics of producing areas
2. Ferro-alloys and base minerals

a. iron ore

b. ferro-alloys

¢. copper

d. aluminum

M. Commercial energy (3 academic hours)
1. Shifting consumption
2. Coalfields
3. Oil and gas fields

LOCATION QUIZ (.5 academic hours)

READING
ASSIGNMENT

Wood Ch. 7
Goode's pp. 154-157,
204-205

Wood Ch. 2
Goode's pp. 71-73

Wood Ch. 3

LQ Study Guide
Goode's pp. 106-107,
181

LQ Study Guide
Goode's pp. 68-70,
72-75, 101, 214-215

LQ Study Guide
Goode's pp. 72-75, 101,
214-215



Detailed Course Outline (continued):
READING
TOPIC ASSIGNMENT
N. Agricultural Regions (4.5 academic hours) Goode's pp. 44,
58-67
I. Land and climate
a. product types
b. land suitability
2. Defining characteristics
3. Developing world systems
a. subsistence systems
b. commercial systems
4. U.S.commercial agriculture
a. factory farms
b. regions

EXAM 3 (2 academic hours) during the final exam period

IV. Evaluation Methods: GEOG 231: Economic Geography

Students will be evaluated on three examinations, a location quiz, and an atlas quiz with opportunities for
bonus points through participation. The distribution of points for the course required activities is

as follows:

First Examination 100 points A =360-400
Second Examination 100 points B =320-359
Third Examination 100 points C=280-319
Atlas Quiz 50 points D =240-279
Location Quiz 50 points F= 0-239
Total 400 points

V. Attendance Policy

Students are expected and encouraged to attend all classes. Students are informed that good attendance
is crucial and means no more than three academic hours absent per semester. An attendance
policy will be developed that is consistent with the undergraduate catalog.

VI. Required Textbooks, Supplemental Books, and Readings:

Wood, Andrew; and Roberts, Susan. 2010. Economic Geography: Places, Networks, and Flows. New

York: Taylor and Francis.
Veregin, Howard, ed. 2005. Goode's World Atlas, 22nd ed. Chicago: Rand-McNally. Please bring this

book to class every day.
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SUMMARY OF COURSE REVISIONS:

The syllabus of record is modified to keep abreast of changes in the field and reflect updated
readings. Copies of the old and new syllabi are attached.

1) Updating the course objectives.
2) Updating the course outline, syllabus, and bibliography to map to the new Liberal Studies outcomes.
1) Rationale for updating the course objectives:

The original course objectives were not originally written to begin each sentence with a verb.

2) Rationale for updating the course outline, syllabus, and bibliography to map the new Liberal
Studies outcome.

The syllabus has been updated to reflect the current topics included in the course. The
bibliography has also been updated.

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE CHANGES:

The purpose of this revision is to maintain the academic themes of previous offerings with
updated content to reflect changes in the world, and with updated materials. Neither the textbook
nor the liberal studies reading nor the population data sheet listed on the old (1989) syllabus
remain in print so a new textbook and a world atlas have been selected. Also a sentence has been
added to the catalog description to better explain the course.

“Global Citizenship” is studied explicitly. Sections of the course deal with the global economy
in terms of multinational corporations, regional and global trade organizations, and international
trade. It covers specific global interactions such as currency exchanges. The course also
examines comparative agricultural system in both their economic and cultural aspects. The role
of the United States in the World Economy introduces students to concepts of “Global
Citizenship.” The course presents “Information Literacy” as a secondary theme through the use
of maps and relevant statistical concepts. Many of the thematic maps in Goode’s Atlas are
technical in presentation and statistical in derivation. Map reading skills are emphasized
throughout the course, and proficiency is established by an atlas quiz.

Liberal Studies Course Approval General Information
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1. This is not a multiple-instructor course.

2. Topic C World Population covers temporal trends including demographic shifts due to
migration or varying natural increase rates. Ethnicity is implicit in these studies because
places such as Africa, Asia, and parts of Latin America typically have high natural increase
rates and are the source areas of mass migration while places such as Europe, North America,
and other parts of Latin America have low rates of natural increase and are migration
destinations. The source areas and the destination areas typically have very different ethnic
and linguistic compositions. Topic D focuses on the regional disparities in wealth that often
coincide the demographic patterns. Topic H The Region as Economic Place incorporates
themes of urban social structure. Topics I and J both address gender issues; the Behavioral
school of location theory explicitly analyzes gender as a factor in systems of both production
and consumption while Psychographics and Demographics in Space is about how gender, age,
ethnicity, and other social markers are used by location analysts to predict (and exploit)
consumer behavior. Topic K 3 global industrial regions and topic N 3 Developing world
(agricultural) systems both address the roles of women in the labor force, particularly in less
developed countries.

3. The non-texbook work of non-fiction is Goode's World Atlas, and it is used intensively
throughout the course. Students are required to bring it to class every day because almost
every topic and sub-topic is illustrated by one or more maps in the atlas. Students grasp the
classroom activities better with the atlas at their finger tips. The atlas is the basic tool used to
prepare for the Location Quiz, and it is the instrument for the Atlas Quiz. When the semester
is over, students will know how to read general reference maps, a variety of thematic maps,
and statistical tables and chart, and these are information literacy skills. The map reading
skills have broad applicability in both professional and personal enrichment setting, and thus
are highly appropriate for a liberal studies course.

4. This is an introductory course that serves non-majors, and many topics are presented in
interdisciplinary context. For example the population topic points out how Malthus'
theoretical ideas about population geography were influenced by his work as an economist and
his training as a theologian. The interdisciplinary emphasis applies also empirical sections
such as agricultural regions where concepts from anthropology and business management are
integral parts of the regional classification scheme developed by the geographer Derwent
Whittlesey.
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