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LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM

ASoar thix foar=: Use this form only i you wish to have 2 course xnc:uded for Liberal Studies

credit. The form is intzmded o aszist you in develeping your course o meet the university's

Criteria for Liberal Studies. aad tg arrange your. aropesal in 2 standard order for consideratica by )

the LSC 2ad the UWUCT If you have que=tions, contac? the Liberal Slndxs omca. 353 Sutton Hall:
tetesnone, 357-5715. e

Do not use this [or= [or technical. professional. or pre-groiessional courses or fer remedial
esurses. noae of 7hich is eligible (or Liberal Studies. Da net use this {orm for sections of the
synthesis csurse or [or vriting-intensive seszions: differeat forms will be available [or these.

ART ASIC DRMATION

A. For which category(ies) ar= you prnposmg the cnur:e7 Chec. all
that. apply.

AI_._ARN’\IG SEILLS

—— First .zgi.sn Composition Course

Second Eaglish Composition Cnurse . I o
— Mathematics . -

.

ENOWLEDGE AREAS - )

. ¥
Bumanities: History
— Humanities: Philosopiy/Religious Studies )
—— Humanities: Literamre - -
Fine Arts - _ — e
— Natural Scieaces: LaboratoryCourse = - . . - T
— Nawral Scieaces: Non-laboratory Course st e T
Sociai Sciences
—— Health aad Weilness
Non-¥estera Cuftures
—X__ Liberal Studies Elective

B. Arw you requesting resuiar or provisional approval for this coursa?

Reguiar

——— Provisional (limitations apply, ses instrucsions)

C. During the transition from Generzi Education to Liberzl Studies,
shouid this coar=s be listed 23 an 2pproved substituts for 2 carr=at’

Generzl Educztion courss, thgs zllowing it to mest 2ay reannm;
Generzi E:lnc:u.xon Resds? _X _ yes o s

If so. which General Ennczuon coar=e(s)? _GE 101 = -- ~32.-°

-

Ls-1-5/33 | e
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART 11, WHICH LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS WILL YOUR_COURSE
MEET? Check all that apply and attach an explanation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute ta at least one of these goals; most will
meet more than one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you consider
them to be primary or secondary goals of the course. [For example, a history course
might assume “historical consciousness” and “acquiring a bedy of knawiedge” as its
primary goals, but it might alsa enhance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.
Keep in mind that no single course is expected to shouider ail by jtself the
respoasibility for meeting these goals: our worX is supported and enhanced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses.

Primary Secsadacy
A. Inteilectual Skills and Mades of Thinking:

1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical X
analysis, syathesis, decision making, and ather
aspects of the critical process.
2. Literacy—writing, reading, speaking, listening X
3. Understanding numerical data . X
4. Historical conscicusness | i X
3. Scientific inquiry X
6. Values (ethical mode of thinking or appﬁcatibn : X
of ethical perception) .
7. Aesthetic mode of thinking X
B. Acguiring a2 Bady of Xaowiedze ar Under- X

standing E=sential 1o an Educated Person

C. Understanding the Physical Naturs of X
Human Beings

D. Cartain Coilaterai Skiils:

e mem— e me - . [

1. Use of the libracy . - - ' X
2. Use of computing tecanology




Liberal Studies Form - 2 é?
GE 230 - Cultural Geography !

A. Intellectual Skills and Modes of Thinking

1. Primary. Cultural Geography focuses on the relationships
between culture and the natural (and human-altered)
environment, thus involving inquiry, synthesis, decision
making, and other aspects of critical thinking.

2. Secondary. Students learn to appreciate the literature of
cultural geography through outside readings, etc., but the
sizes of the classes usually limit the giving of essay tests
and other forms of writing.

3. Secondary. Although students learn about and use certain
numerical skills (ways .of calculating population formulas,
etc.), using numerical data is a secondary more than a
primary feature of the course.

Primary.

4./ Since the cultural landscape is a process of change which
evolves over time, cultural geography is very directly
involved in historical consciousness. The historical (mor-
phologic) approach to geography is emphasized in the course.

5. Primary. Scientific inquiry is vital to the study of cultural
geography, involving such matters as models, comparative
studies, theories of human/environment relationships, class-
ification of phenomena, etc.

6. Secondary. Values receive significant attention in this course,
which involves such matters as understanding cultural diff-
erences in using the environment, although it is perhaps some-
what more of a secondary than a primary goal.

7. Secondary. Although appreciation of aesthetic factors in
natural and cultural landscapes is developed in this course,
it may be considered a secondary rather than a primary goal.

B. Acquiring a Body of Knowledge or Understanding : , e e
Primary. -

A The knowledge and understanding to be gained in a course - - s

in Cultural Geography is essential to an educated person since

it includes the spatial, historical, and ecological studywvof

such topics as language, religion, food production/land-use,

urban geography, political geography, population problems, and

human stewardship of the Earth.
C. Understanding the Physical Nature of Human Beings

Secondary. This is not a primary goal or objective, although

the courses touches upon such matters as the geography of

disease and death, the effects of the physical environment -

upon humans as well as vice versa, and related topics. .

-D. Certain Collateral Skills

1. Secondary. This is not a primary feature of the course,
but attention is given to sources of geographic information.-

2. Secondary. Computer technology is naot an important part --- --
of this course, although computers are mentioned as a tool- - --



Cultural Geography
Non-western
Liberal Studies From -- 3

Part III. DOES YOUR COURSE MEET THE GENERAL CRITERIA FOR LIBERAL
STUDIES. Please attach answers to these questions.

A,

B.

Single instructor; single section per semester.

Syllabus is explicit with respect to content regarding women
and minorities.

Syllabus contains a representative list of suggested
substantial readings in fiction or non-fiction, as distin-
guished from textbooks, workbooks, and manuals,.

N/A.

Ways in which this course contributes to students' abili-
ties.

Much emphasis is given to ethical considerations and
choices, such as those involved in population problems,
socio-economic "development, " agricultural change, use of
the environment.

Much of the course involves the study of "problems" (as
regarding political boundaries, agricultural development,
urba sprawl, refugees, migrations, etc.) including their
analysis and "choices."

As over the past 20 years or so, this course has been
taught, many of the students will continue to notice and
appreciate cultural landscapes long after their college
years, and be better able to read and understand literature
in cultural geography and related fields.

This course helps students to apply geographic viewpoints to
a large number (probably most) of the problems and "happen-
ings" in today's and tomorrow's world: population problems,
human use and abuse of the earth, problems of agriculture
and other economies, political geographic issues.
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- CHECK LIST - LIBERALSTUDIESELECTIVES e e e n

Inovledgo Area Criteris vhxch the course must meet: -

—X__ Treat concepts, themes, and events in sufficient depth to enable studentsto - omv . -imze. . .
appreciate the complexity, history, aad current implications of what is hemg T
" studied; and not be merely cursery caverages of lists of topics... ... .o, .. o )
—X__ Suggest the major inteilectual questions/problems which interest . practi- —_... ...
tioners of a discipline and explore cnucally the important.theories and .- y
prmcxples preseanted by the dxscxphne L —— e

.V m—
-

T Njemee—  iesald
P T ar e e e

T —— P

X Allow studeats to understand a.nd apply the methods of inquiry and
“vacabulary commonly used in the discipline.

—X__ Encourage students to use and enhance, wherever possible, the composition
and mathematics skills buiit in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies.

Liberal Studies Elective Criteria which the course must meet: ..

Meet the “General Criteria Which Apply to All Liberal Studies Courses.”
_X_ Not be atechmcal professional, or pre-profesmona! course. - e e

Exphnain. Apgropriate courses are (o be characterized by

learning in its broad, liberal sense rather than in the sense of

technique or professional proficiency. Fer instance, assuming it met

all the other criteria for Liberal Studies, a course in “Theater History™_

might be appropriate, while one in “The Craft of Set Construction”

probabiy would not; or, a course in “Modern American Poetry” might

be appropriate, while one in "New Techniques for Teaching Writing in- -

the Secondary Schools” probably would pot; or, 2 course on "Mass ..

Media and American Society™ might be appropriate, while one in

“Television Production Skills™ probably would pet; or, a course in - T
"Human Anatomy" might be appropriate, while one in ~Strategies for - - _ ..
Bielogical Field Work" probably would not; .or, a course in “Begisning — ~ - -
French™ might be appropriate, while one in “Practical Methods for

Professional Trans{aters™ probably would not.

s - - s ST
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II.

COURSE SYLLABUS
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

GE 230 Cultural Geography 3 credits
Prerequisites: none Instructor: D.J. Ballas

This course emphasizes the historical, ecological, and landscape
approaches to cultural geography. It considers such factors as
population, religion, human economies, and other elements of culture as
they are related to the natural environment and are reflected on the
landscape. Comparisons and contrasts are made between Western and non-
western cultures, with emphasis on a wide variety of non-western
culture groups in many parts of the World.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

1. To become acquainted with the basic concepts and themes of the
large subfield of cultural geography.

2. To consider the relationships between humans and the natural
environment, including human use and abuse of the Earth.

3. To appreciate the nature and diversity of cultural landscapes,
including the processes and significance of said landscapes.

4. To study the contrasts and similarities between Western and non-
Western cultures, within the context of cultural geography.

5. To understand the importance of time as well as place in the study
of cultural geography.

6. To appreciate the contributions of women and minorities to
geographic study, and to include their role in geographic
processes.

7. To provide the background necessary for taking other, more
advanced, courses in human and cultural geography.

III. COURSE OUTLINE

@Wh

A, Introducing the Course & Cultural Geography (1 class)*
1. Course objectives, requirements, & procedures.
2. What is cultural geography? Its nature & scope.

B. Concepts & Methods of Cultural Geography (5 classes)
1. Brief history & philosophy of cultural geography.
2. Selected concepts in cultural geography (cultural ecology,
environmental perception, diffusion, etc).
3. Some methods & approaches in cultural geography.
4. Case studies in cultural geography.

*Based on 42 1l-hour class periods, 1 semester, 3 classes per/week



C. Population Geography & Population Problems (5 classes)
l. Geographic approaches to population--spatial, etc.
2., Basic terms & statistics--birth rates. etc.
3 Cultural factors in population growth & problems.
4. Food supply & other problems related to population.

D. Prehistoric & Historical Geography (5 classes)
1. The historical perspective in geography.
2. The historical geography of prehistoric humans.
3. The historical/cultural geography of the American Indians.
4. Han China and/or other case studies in historical geography.

E. Human Economies & Land-Use (5 classes)

. Origins & development of human economies, especially
agriculture.

Subsistence & commercial economies, especially agriculture.
The role of women in the development of agriculture.
Non-agricultural economies and land-uses.

Land-use, land tenure, & economic development.

-

WK

F. Culture & Culture Areas in Geography (5 classes)

1. Basic cultural terms & processes (acculturation, etc.).

2. Culture areas in geography--African examples.

3. Folk culture & popular culture.

4, Cultural landscapes--processes, patterns, & significance.

5. Contributions of women and minorities to the landscape.
G. The Geography of Language & Religion (5 classes)

1. Introduction to linguistic geography--terminology,

classification, etc.
. Spatial & ecological aspects of language.
. Spatial & historical aspects of religion.
. The ecology of religion & religious landscapes.

= wWwN

H. Settlement Geography & Dwellings (5 classes)

. Introduction to settlement processes & patterns.
. Pioneer settlement & other types of settlement.

. Dwellings, barns, & related landscape features.

. Case studies in settlement geography & dwellings.

W=

I. Urban Cultural Geography (5 classes)
1. Introduction to urban geography & U.S. cities.

2. Historical urban geography & non-Western cities.
3. Culture in the study of urban geography.
4. Urban landscapes, urban ecology, & urban planning.
5. Women and minorities in the city.

J. Course Summary & Conclusions (1 class)

1. The value & uses of cultural geography.
2. Summary of the field of cultural geography & major concepts.




Iv.

VI.

VII.

YA

EVALUATION METHODS & COURSE PROCEDURES

Depending on class size and other factors, all or most of the
grade evaluations for this course will be based on a minimum of three
but usually four major exams, including the final exam. A few or
several small projects and/or short papers or quizzes may be given, in
some cases in place of one major exam.

This is primarily a "lecture course," but there is ample time and
opportunity for questions and class discussions. Slide shows and other

audio/visual presentations are normally given as integrated parts of
the course.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS & READINGS

Textbook: The required textbook has been and will probably continue to
be The Human Mosaic (now 4th edition) by Terry G. Jordan and
Lester Rowntree (NY, Harper & Row, 1986). WNote: Other texts
and/or supplemental materials may be required in given
semesters, depending upon price, availability, whether or not
supplemental materials are required, etc. During the first
week of classes, students are given a course schedule which
includes assignments and the specific materials required.

Supplemental: One substantial work of non-fiction will be assigned
reading for the course. Probably Land and Life by Carl
0. Sauer (again, depending on price, availability,
etc.); there are four or five copies in Stabley Library
which may be placed on reserve.

SPECIAL RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS (= none)
BIBLIOGRAPHY

There is a vast literature in the field of cultural geography,
both in book and article form. The instructor normally gives students
in this course many free "hand-outs" or reprints of articles and other
materials. Also, sometimes, a few required and/or highly recommended
readings are available at small cost at Kinko's Copies. Examples of
readings in Cultural Geography include the following:

1. Drake, Christine. "Teaching About Third World Women." Journal of
Geography, July-August 1983.

2. McNee, Robert. "Metropolitan Adventure: Exploring the Hidden
city." Journal of Geography, May-June 1987.

3. Casagrande, Louis B. "The Five nations of Mexico." Focus, Spring
1987.

4. Sopher, David E. Geography of Religion. NJ, Prentice-Hall, 1967.




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

/6.

Sauer, Carl O. Land and Life. Berkeley, University of
California Press, 1963.

Smole, William J. The Yanoama Indians: A Cultural Geography.
Austin, University of Texas Press, 1976.

Clawson, David L. "Teaching Traditional Tropical Agriculture."
Journal of Geography, September-October 1987.

Demko, George J. and William B. Wood. "International Refugees:
Geographical Perspective." Journal of Geography, September-
October 1987.

Ross, Thomas E. and Tyrel G. Moore (editors). A Cultural
Geography of North American Indians. Boulder, Westview Press,
1987.

Ballas,-Donald J. "Changing Ecology of the Teton Dakota Indians,
1680-1900." Bulletin of the Illinois Geographical Society, 1985.

Augelli, John P. "The Rimland/Mainland Concept of Culture Areas
in Middle America."™ Annals of the Association of American
Geographers, June 1962.

Berardi, Gigi M. (editor). World Food, Population, and
Development. Totowa, NJ, Rowman & Littlefield, 1986.

Rose, Harold M. The Black Ghetto. NY, McGraw-Hill, 1971.

Monk, Janice, "Integrating Women into the Geography Curriculum.”
Journal of Geography, November-December 1983.




