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New Course Proposal
HISTA401 - Topics in U.S. History
1. Catalog Description. HIST 401- Topics in U.S. History 3c-01-3sh

An upper-division course emphasizing lecture, reading, discussion and writing on specialized
topics relating to historical issues of the United States of America. The theme of the course will
vary from semester to semester according to the expertise of the faculty member teaching the
course. Open to all junior and senior history, history/pre-law, and history/social studies education
majors, or by instructor’s permission.

II. Course Objectives.

1. Advanced history, history/pre-law, and history/social studies education majors will have an
opportunity to do advanced historical study and research and to benefit from the interaction with
students who have similar academic and intellectual interests.

2. Students will explore significant historical topics and themes in an interactive class setting.

3. Students will work with a variety of primary and secondary sources and understand them in the
context of specific historical situations.

4, Students will strengthen or leamn critical thinking skills such as the ability to evaluate different
interpretations, identify underlying assumptions, detect fallacies in reasoning, use evidence
appropriately, and come individually or as a group to decisions on matters relating to a
comparative historical topic or theme.

5. Students will strengthen their oral skills in discussion and, as appropriate, other forms of
speech.

6. Students will explore the ethical issues that emerge from class discussions and themes under
consideration.

7. Students will address a major historical question or problem related to U.S. history in their final
research paper.

III. Detailed Course Outline.

This course is a advanced topics course based on an announced theme that will vary from
semester to semester depending on the expertise of the faculty member teaching the course. As
would be the case with other advanced topics classes of this type, an all-purpose detailed course
outline cannot be supplied. This generic syllabus is nevertheless important to the department as a
record of course policies for instructors. Individual semester syllabi will be reviewed by the



History Department’s Academic Procedures Committee for consistency with this Syllabus of
Record. For the benefit of proposal review, a sample course syllabus is attached for one U.S.
history topic as an example of what types of specific criteria would be implemented.
Examples of comparative themes or topics that might be offered are:

Patriots and Tories

Federalists vs. Anti-Federalists
Recent Interpretations of the Bill of Rights
Jacksonian Democracy

The Constitution

Populists and Progressives

World War I and the United States
The Roaring Twenties

The Great Depression

World War II and the United States
The Cold War and U.S. Diplomacy
Korean, Vietnam and the U.S.
Women in the United States

Labor and the Struggle to Unionize
Early and Recent Immigration

The Civil Rights Movement

IV. Evaluation Methods.

Evaluation methods may vary, subject to the following limits:

At least 50% Final research paper and associated assignments (revisions, drafts, etc.)

Up to 50% Other writing assignments, projects, presentations, quizzes, tests, class
participation and attendance. Percentage designations of these graded
materials are at the discretion of the faculty member teaching the course
and will be clearly indicated on individual instructor syllabi.

Grading - 90-100% A; 80-89% B; 70-79% C, 60-69% D, 59 and below F.

[See the attached sample syllabus for a detailed example of the implementation of this evaluation
policy.]

V. Required Textbooks, Supplemental Books and Readings.
Will vary by semester according to specialization of faculty member teaching the course.

[See the attached sample syllabus for an example.]



VI. Special Resource Requirements.

None.

VILI. Bibliography.
No single bibliography is applicable because of the variable course content.

[See attached sample syllabus for an example of a bibliography to be used by a faculty member
teaching a topics course on U.S history.]

Course Analysis Questionnaire

A. Details of the Course.

Al. The course will be one of a set of required courses open to all advanced history, history/pre-
law, and history/social studies education majors. As a advanced topics course, the class is
designed for students who have had considerable exposure to historical topics and approaches
within the discipline. Non-history majors who are admitted with instructor permission must have
demonstrated comparable abilities and commitment to the field of history and to interactive
learning. Majors may count the course toward their required hours in history.

A2. Yes, this course does require changes in the content of requirements for a program since it is
one of a set of new required courses for all history, history/pre-law, and history/social studies
education majors.

A3. This course has not been offered at IUP on a trial basis.

A4. This is a dual-level course and the approval status at the graduate level is pending. (See
Appendix A.)

AS. This course may not be taken for variable credit; students may receive credit for the course
more than once if they select sections with different topics. [Consult the Registrar’s office for
confirmation of this credit policy.]

A6. Advanced topics courses in U.S. history exists at a number of higher education institutions
including University of Pennsylvania, Auburn University, Columbia University, Vanderbilt
University, the University of Pittsburgh, University of Nebraska, Penn State, University of
California-Berkeley, and the University of Florida.

A7. This specific course is not required by the American Historical Association (AHA)or any
other accrediting authority, law or other external agency. But, the AHA does recommend that



history programs require an integrating or synthesizing upper-division course of this nature.!

B. Interdisciplinary Implications.
B Each section of this course will be taught by one instructor.
B2. This course does not duplicate or affect courses offered by other departments.

B3. This course is not appropriate to Continuing Education students.

C. Implementation.

C1. The department will work this course into its rotation of upper-level history and special topics
courses.

C2. No additional space, equipment, supplies, library materials, or travel funds are needed.
C3. None of the resources for this course are based on a grant.

C4. We expect to offer this course once a year.

C5. We expect to offer one section of this course per year.

C6. Twenty students is the desired maximum number of students in an advanced topics course of
this nature.

C7. The American Historical Association does not recommend maximum enrollments for this type
of course.
D. Miscellaneous.

No additional information is being supplied.

!¢ iberal Learning and the History Major,” Perspectives, May/June 1990, 15.
Y
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New Course Proposal - Syliabus for Topics in Progressive Era Reform Movements
HIST 401 - Topics in Progressive Era Reform Movements

3 lecture hours

0 lab hours

3 semester hours
(3c-01-3sh)

I. Course Description

This course will provide an overview of the reform movements that emerged during the
Progressive Era, 1900-1917. As the country moved into the twentieth century, society
had to confront the effects of industrialization, the growing concentration of economic
power, urbanization, and an influx of southern and eastern European immigrants. The
intention of this course is to have students analyze how the social, cultural, economic,
and political effects of these changes triggered the reform impulse. The students will use
a variety of sources, check their credibility, and weigh the evidence to assess the common
and divergent interests of the reformers and to evaluate their successes and failures.

11.Course Objectives
The students will:

1. Gain an understanding of how reformers drew on traditional American values to

address the needs of society at the turn of the century.

Compare and contrast early and recent historical interpretations of the time.

Strengthen their ability to synthesize, analyze, and evaluate by compiling sufficient

information, evaluating sources, comparing data and drawing reasoned conclusions

4. Demonstrate an ability to express their understanding of historical issues in written
and oral form.

5. Apply key concepts from the study of history--such as time, chronology, causality,
conflict, and complexity-- to explain, analyze, and show connections among patterns
of historical change and continuity.

badl 0

I Detailed Course Outline

1. Historical background (3 hours)

America in 1901

Historical Interpretations
2. Industrialization (3 hours)

Social, political and economic consequences
3. Labor movement (3 hours)

Unionization

Conflict and Cooperation

Legislation



5. Immigration (one week)
Origin -Southern and Eastern Europeans
Location - Northeastern Cities
Expectation and reality
6. Settlement Houses (one week)
Jane Addams - Hull House
Middle class women
7. Corporate Capitalism (one week)
Trusts and Monopolies
Political influence
8. Political reformers (one week)
Local, state, and national level
Progressive Presidents - Theodore Roosevelt and Woodrow Wilson
Middle class, the Socialist Party and the left
9. Supreme Court (one week)
Era of Substantive Due Process
Social and economic legislation
10. Challenges to Court interpretations (one week)
. Sociological jurisprudence - Roscoe Pound
Muller v. Oregon - Brandeis Brief
11. Challenges to laissez-faire and Social Darwinism (one week)
Ecoromics - Richard T. Ely
Sociology - Lester Frank Ward
Religion - Walter Rauschenbusch
12. Race (one week)
Jim Crowd, lynching
W.E.B. DuBois v. Booker T. Washington
Ida Wells Barnett
13. Women's movement (one week)
Suffragettes, labor agitators
Individual rights, peace movement
14. Culture (one week)
Art - Ashcan Artists
Music - Ragtime
Literature - Realists
Popular journalists - Muckrakers

IV. Evaluation Methods

Undergraduates

50% Research paper (15 pages)

20% Weekly summaries (2 pages) of readings
20% Tests

10% Peer editing of historical essays



Students are expected to attend class and absences beyond two will negatively impact
their grade. The specific reduction is up to the discretion of the instructor, who will
outline the policy on the first day of class.

V. Required Textbooks, Supplemental Books, and Readings.

Gould, Lewis L. America in the Progressive Era. 1890 - 1914. New York: Longman,
2001

Keller, Morton. Regulating a New Society: Public Policy and Social Change in America,
1900 - 1933. Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1994

Novkov, Julie. Constituting Workers, Protecting Women: Gender, Law, and Labor in the
Progressive Era and New Deal Years. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2001

Purcell, Edward A. Brandeis and the Progressive Constitution: Erie, the Judicial Power,
and the Politics of the Federal Courts in Twentieth-Century America. New Haven: Yale

University Press, 2000

Reed, Adolph. W.E.B. DuBois and American Political Thought: Fabianism and the Color
Line. New York: Oxford University Press, 1999

V1. Special Resource Requirements

None
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New York: Simon & Schuster, 1996
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and Wang, 1998
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of Law, 1999

Kramer, Barbara. 7railblazing American Women: First in Their Fields. Berkeley Heights,
N.J.: Enslow Publishers, 2000



Krasner, David. Resistance, Parody, and Double Consciousness in African American Theatre,
1895-1910. New York: St Martin's Press, 1997

Kunzek, Regina G. Fallen Women, Problem Girls: Unmarried Women and the
Professionalization of Social Work, 1890-1945, 1993
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