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CHECX LIST - SOCIAL SCIENCES

Enowiedge Ares Criteria which the course must meet:

X Treat concapts, themes, aad events in sufficient depth to enabie students to
appreciate the complexity, history, and curreat implications of what is being
studied: and not be merely cursory coverages of lists of topics.

—— Suggest the major inteilectual questions/probléms which interest practi-
tioners of -a discipline and explore critically the important theories aand
principles preseated by the discipline. '

_ X Allow students to uaderstand and apply the methods of inquiry and
vocabulary commonly used in the discipline.

X _ Encourage studeats to uss and enhance, vherever pessible, tiie composition
and mathematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies.

Social Sciencs criteria which the courss must mect:

X__ Explore the critical thinking and aalytical skills employed by the discipline to
offer meaningful sxpianations of social and individual behavior.

_X __ Acquaint students with the various approaches, perspectives, and
methodologies used to examine the inteilestual questions zad problems of the
discipline(s).

_X __ Include, where appropriate, discussion of other cultures and subcultures,
including minorities, aad the roles of vomen.

Additional Social Scieacs criteria which the caurse should meet:

_X__ lfustrats how a discipline shares common theories sad methods with other
disc_:ipﬁnes in the sacial scieaces.

_X__ Promots an understanding of individuals, groups, aad their physical and
social eaviroament by exploring and analyzing concepts developed in the
discipline(s). ’
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LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM .

Absst this form: Use this form only il you vish to have a course inciuded for Liberai Studies
credit. The form is intended (0 asSist you in developing your course (g meet the vaiversity's
Criteria for Liberal Studies, and to arrange your propesal in a standard erder for consideration by
the LSC and the UWUCE, If you have questicas, contact the Liberal Studies Office, 353 Suttoa Hail:
tefephone. 357-5715. '

De get use this form for techaical. professicaal, or pre-grefessional courses or for remedial
courses, aone of which is eligible for Liberal Studies. Do ast use this form {or secticns of the
synthesis course or for vriting-iateasive sections: different [orms will Be available for those.

PART I._BASIC INFORMATION

A. Fﬁr which catagory(ies) ars you proposing the course? Check ail
that apply.

LEARNING SKILLS

— First English Composition Course
____ Second English Composition Course
—— Mathematics

ENOWLEDGE AREAS

Humaaities: History

Humaaities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
— Humaaities: Literature

. e Fine ArtS
—____ Natural Sciencss: Latoratory Course
— Natural Scieaces: Non-iaboratory Course
_X__ Social Sciences
— Heaith and Weilness
— Non-Westera Cultures
— Liberal Studies Elective

B. Are you raquesting regularc or provisional approval Io; this courss?
_X _Roguisr —— Provisional (limitaticas apoly, see instructioas)

C. During the u-a.n:zhon from Gonoral Educatioa to Liberal Studies,

should this courss be listad as aa spproved substituts for 3 current

Gonoral Education course, thus ailowing it to mest aay remaining

General Education needs? __X_ yes 1

If so. vhich Geaeral Education course(s)? _EBS_ 111
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'_; ;!.L * poy . [ At .
that apply and attach an expianation.

MEET? Check all

Ail Liberal Studies courses must contribute (o at least oge of these goals; most will
mest mors thag one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you consider
- them to be primary or sscondary goais of the course. [Far example. 2 history course
might assums “historical consciousness® aad “acquiring a bady of tnowiedge” as its
orimacy goals, but it might also enhaace inquiry skills or literacy ar library skills.]
Keep in mind that no single course is ezpected to shoulder ail by itseif the
responsibility for meeting these goals; our work is supported and enhanced by that
of our coileagues teaching other courses. -

Primary Seceadary
A. Intsilectual Skills and Modes of Thinking:
1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical X
analysis, syathesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the critical process.

2. Literacy—vriting, reading, speaking, listening =~ —J—
X

3. Undarstanding aumerical data —
4, Historical conscicusness S S

3. Scieatific inquiry

6. Values (ethical mods of thinking or application
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mods of thinking

B. Acquiring s Bady of Eaowiedge ar Under- —E
standing Essential to aa Educatad Persen

C. Uaderstanding the Physical Naturs of
Huomaa Beings

D. Cartain Coilateral Skills:
1. Uss of the library
2. Use of computing *echnology




PART II. Explanations of the liberal studies goals that PS 111 American

A.

. B.

Politics will fulfil.

l. In this course we discuss various positions on central issues of

public policy and analyze, on a level suitable for the introductory
course, the. ways in which political decisions are made. This vicarious
understanding of the issues involved in major policy decisions stimulates
the critical capacity of the students and deepens their sense of the
gravity.and multidimensional character of poiitical issues.

2. The required readings are as much as can be demanded of introductory
students. Very importantly, class discussion is strongly encouraged
and relatively easy to obtain, given the subject matter. Both speaking
and listening to the political perspectives of others is expected.

4. A secondary goal of the course is to develop some historical knowledge
of various political issues and figures. To that end, a discussion of
the origins of the Constitution, the development of political parties,
etc. is an essential part of this course. One of the substantive readings
mentioned (Hofstadter) is a straightforward historical account of
various major political figuces.

6. Political issues are quite frequently ethical issues. It is insisted
that students develop an appreciation for the different value positions
underlying different political policy issues. It is also important to
discuss the relationship between civil liberties and tolerance, and
civil rights/affirmative action and justice.

This hardly needs explanation. A basic understanding of American political
institutions and processes is an essential part of education, especially
at a public university. This course is not only necessary for the
development of 'well-rounded' individuals but also for the development of
good citizens.



LIBERAL STUDIES? Please attach answers to these questions.

A. If this is a multipie-saction, niultiple-ins&mctor course, there shaouild be a basic

equivaleacy (though not necessarily uniformity) among the sections in such
things as objectives, content, assignments, and evaluation. Note: this should aot
be interpreted to mean that all professors must make the same assignmeats or
teach the same way: departments ars encouraged to deveiop their courses to
allow the flexibility which contributes to imaginative, committed teaching aad
capitalizes on the streangths of individual facuity.

What are the strategies that your deparimeat will use to assure that
basic equivalency oxists? Ezamples might be the establishment of
departmental guidelines, assignment of repsaasibility to a coerdinating
commiitee, exchange aad discussion of individual instructor syilabi, periadic
Meetings among instructors, etc.

B. Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectives and contributions of ethaic

aad racial minorities aad of vomea wherever appropriate to the subject matter.
If your attached syllabus does not make explicit that the course

meots this criterion, please append aa explanaties of hew it will.

Liberal Studies courses must requirs the reading and use by students of at least
one, but preferably more, substaatial works of fiction or noafiction (as
distinguished from textbooks, aathologies, workbooks, ar manuais). Your
sttached sylisbus must maks eoxplicit that the csurse meets this
criterion.

[Ths caiy excepticn is for courses whose primary purpase is the devetopment of higher level
quantitative skills: MMquimtuomfedin;bmmufu
axpected 0 do 39 at the expenss of sther courss objectives. ltyummi:iuu_u
exceptien, pleass justify here.)

If this is aa introductory course inteaded for & general studeat audisnce, it
shouldbodeaignedtnnﬂec:memaﬁtythatitmynﬂbegheonlyforpﬂ
college instruction thess students will have in that discipline, instead of being
designed as the first courss in 2 major sequencs. Thatis it shouid introducs the
discipiine to students rather than introduce into the discipline. 1f this
is sach an intruductory course, hew is it difforeat frem what is
provided for beginning majors?



Liberal Studies Form — 4

E.. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in which all courses should
7 contridbuts to studeats' abilities, To which of the six will your course
coatribute? Check all that 2pply and anach aa oxplanatien.

—X_. 1. Codfront the major ethical issues which pertain to the subject matter;
realize that aithough “suspended judgment”™ is & necassity of
intsilectual inquiry, one cannot live forever in suspension; aad make
ethical choicss and taks respoansibility for them,

—X_ 2. Define and anaiyzs problems, frame questions, evaluate available
solutions, and make choices
~X_ 3. Communicats knowiedge and exchange ideas by various forms of
- expression, in most cases writing 2ad speaking.

X __ 4 Recognize creativity aad engage in creative thinking.

_X __S. Continue learning evea after the completion of their formal
education. )

X _ 6. Recognize reiationships between what is being studied and current
issues, thoughts, institutions, aad/or eveats.

Each curriculum category has its own set. of specific criteria in addition to those
geaerally applicable. The LSC provides copies of thess critena arranged in 2
coavegient, check-list format which you can mark off a_ppropnatety and inciude
with your progosal. The sttached syilabus shouid indicate hew your caurss
meets ssch critsrion you check. If it does aet do se explicitly, please
attsch an oxpilanstion.



PART III.

A. Those teaching the course will exchange syllabi and will meet at least
once a semester to discuss the course and its fulfillment of the Liberal
Studies criteria and to recommend to each other or the department any
necessary changes.

v Bs This is an introductory course in American - polities. As such,

" the increasing participation of women and minorities in American
political life is brought intoc the course contant in a variety of
ways. In the discussion of current developments, it would be
difficult to avoid examining the contributions of the political -
campaigns of Geraldine Ferrarc and Jesse Jackson or of women and
minority interest groups. Feminist and minority political issues
are specifically addressed in the section on civil rights.

v/ Ce See syllabus.

/ D. Begimning majors in political science are encouraged to
quickly acquire quantitative skills in research methods.

E. 1. Political issues quits oftan include the most important
ethical issues facing a scciety. It is in the political
aremna that ethical differences are oftan ' fought out or,
paradoxically, rendesred ‘non—political’.

2. Politicas is not only about making decisions but also
about how the public agenda is formulated. As such a
spacific kind of decisionmaking and its contaxt are the
subject matter of this course.

3. Discussion in political science courses is strongly
ancouragaed and relatively sasily obtained.

4, The presant dcmestic and world political situation is
resulting in imaginative resgonses to a variety aof
questions. One way this is communicatad in the intrcductory
course is by examples of how other countrises handle
political problems similar to those of the Unitad Stataes.
Comparison encourages creativity instead of fatalism bred by
isclation.

-

Se The study of basic political institutions and
parsonalities allcws students tc read a newspager more
intelligently and follow political controversias with scome
sophistication. Especially the knowledge of political
institutions provides a basis for continucd'lcarning.

€. As an introductory course in politics, this should be
cbvious. Each day’s newspaper provides a rich fund of
illustrations for the discussion of political institutions
and procasses.



GENERAL SYLLABUS FOR LIBERAL STUDIES APPROVAL

PS 111 American Politics 3 cradits
. no preregquisites

Intreduction to fmearican naticonal government and politics,
emphasizing the Constitution, the political party system, the
Congress, the Presidency, and the courts. Considerable discussion
of problems in national-state relations, civil rights, foreign
policy, and social and economic policies.

Course Objectives:

The major goal of this course is to introduce students to the
fundantental institutiona of Afmerican governmant and to the
dominant political processes in the United States. This antails
analysis of these instiZutions and procssses and alsc analysis of
conflicting opinions about them. It alsc entails strengthening
the students' grasp of American political history. A secondary
geal of this course is ¢to accustom students to follow
contempgorary political issues and feel comfortable discussing
them critically in class.

Courae Qutline:
A. American Demccracy: The Ideal

1. Contemporary Demeccratic. Theory
2. The Declaration of Indepsndence
3. The Constitution

4, Civil Liberties and Civil Rights

B. Political Procasses

1. Political Socialization and Public Opinion
2. Interest Groups

3. Political Parties

4, Campaigns and Elections

C. National Governmantal Institutions

i. Congress

2. The Presidency

3. The Bureaucracy of the Executive Branch

A, The Supresmas Court and the National Judiciary

D. Publice Pelicy

i. Econemic Policy
2. Foreign Policy



Evaluation Methods for the Course:

The evaluation methods will of course differ from instructor to
instructor, however they will usually be  scme combination of
writtan exams (objective, short answer, and/or essay), short
papers, and paricdic quizzes. .

Required Readings: (examples of works that have been usad)
taxtbooks:

#.3. Fred Harris. Amarica'’'s Democracyi The Ideal and the Reality.
3rd Edition. Chicagos Scott Foresman Publishing, 1987.
or, James MacSregor Burns, J. W. Peltason, and Thomas E. Cronin.

Governmant by the Pecple. 13th Edition. Englawood
Cliffs, N.J.1:1 Prentice—-Hall, Inc., 1987.

optional reacer:

®@.g. Robert E. DiClerico and Allan S. Hammock, editors. Points of

View: Readings in American Government and Politics. 2nd
Edition. New York: Random House, 13987.

or, George McKerma and Stanley Feingold, editors. Taking Sides:
Clashing Views on Controversial Political Issues. 4th

Edition. Guilford,. CNi: The Dushkin Publishing Group,
198S.

substantive non—taxt work:

@.g. Richard Hof'stadter. The American Political Tradition. New
York: Vintage Bocoks, 1974 loriginally 195481.

or, Robert B. Reich. Jales of a New America. New York: Vintage
Books, 1987.

or, Frances Foit Piven and Richard Cloward. The New Class War.

New York: Pantheon Boocks, 19582.
or, Jonathan Kwitny. Endless Enemies. 2nd Edition. New York:
Panguin Books, 1986.

possibly required reading of a daily newspaper (New York Times,
) or waekly news magazine

Christian Science Monitor
(Newoweaeik, Time, The Natjion).



