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Catalogue Description
RS 200 Religion and Culture: Their Interaction

An examination of the relationship between religion and
various components of culture as a way of understanding the
phenomenon of religion. Areas discussed will include religion
and politics, economics, arts, science and literature; women
and religion, black religion in America; religion and
conflict.

Course Objectives:

1. Students will examine the relationship of religion to
major social institutions such as polity, economiy, and
other structural features of scciety (e.g. the class
system) .

2. Students will develop insight into the place of religion
in society and will be able to raise critical issues
pertaining to the theory and practice of religion,

3. Students will have a better appreciation for
interdisciplinary study. .

4. Students will gain an understanding of the perspectives
of women, blacks, native Indians and other minorities.

Typical course outline: Actual outlines may vary with
instructor but will include some of the following areas:

A. The Nature of Religion and Culture
1. Tcwards a Definition of Religion
2. .Towards a Definition of Culture
3. The Sources of Religion
4. Religion as a Group Phenomenon :
B. Relationships Between Religion and Other Social
Institutions P
1. Religion and Politics
Religion ané the Economic System
Religion and the Class System
Religious Conflicts
Denominational Society
rspectives on Religion
Women and Religion
Black Religion in America o
Religion and the American Native Indian
The Future of Religion :
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Iv.

Evaluative Methods

Actual methods of evaluation will vary from instructor to
instructor, but will include the following:

1. There will be 3 exams including true or false, multiple
choice and essay questions.

2. Written assignment(s) or project.

3. Extra credit assignment: students may be encouraged to

attend one public lecture and to write a brief report on
it or may be asked to critique an article.

Required Textbooks: A .

-
-

ru"

All students will read a textbook and at least one book-length
primary source material by a classical scholar.

Will vary from instructor to instructor: some possible texts
are listed below:

Ronald L. Johnstone, Religion in Society, Third Edition,
Englewood Cliffs: Prentice-Hall, 1988.

Andrew M. Greely, The Denominational Society, Glenview,
Illinois: Scott, Foresman, 1972.

Robert N. Bellah et. al.; Habits of the Heart, New York:
Harper & Row Publications, 1985.

Peter J. Paris, The Social Teachings of the Black Churches,
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1985.

Dewise Carmody,'Women and World Religions, Nashville:
Abingdon, 1979.

*Max Weber, The Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism,
trans. Talcott Parsons (New York: Scribners' 1958).
K

*Sigmund Freud, The Future of an Illusion, New York:
Liveright, 1928.

*Primary source materials by a classical scholar.



PR SLE

etk b 20

i

oyl

LAY

G, Dﬁrm, t9e transition from General Education to Liberal Stndxcs.-.. --

‘LIBE?AT STUDIES COURQE APPROVAL FORM

Abont this for=a: Use this farm only if you visn te have a course inciuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The forn is inteqded (o assist you in developing your csurse (o meet the university's
Criteria for Liberal Studies. and 20 acTange your proposal in a standard order {or consideration by
the LSC and the UWUCS, If you have questioas, coatact the Liberal Studies Cffice, 353 Sutten Hall:
teieshone, 357-5715.

e

Do 20¢ use this form for techaical. professional. or pre-professional coucses or for remedial
courses, aone of IBich is atigible for Liberal Studies. Do aet use this {arm {or sections of the -
syuathesis course sr for vriting-inteasive secticas: differeat forms will de zvailanle [or those,

AT 1C INF ATT

A. For which catagory(ies) ares you proposing the course? Check ail
that apoly.

-

LEARNTNG SKILLS ' g
e First B ..ng.uh Composition Course

— Secand Eaglisih Composition Course
— Mathematics

CIOVLIIGE ARES L

e Bumanities: Sistory
P Hunamnes: Ph.zlosnphy/Rahgmus Studxs
— Fine Arts ' ' L .
e Natural Sciences: I.aboramtyCourse T LI
— Natural Scieaces: Non-laboratory Course - o e
Social Scizncss ST T
— Health and Vellness PR
Non-Vestara Cultuces : : Toe=k o T -
Liberai Studies Elective . : T ms bekr FLTTOUTRLER

B. Ars you raquesting regular or provisional approval for this course?

Reguiar ____ Provisional (limitaticas apply, see instructicas) «’-—'.L_ . _'...': =

shouid tlis caur=s be listsd as an agproved substiints for 3 curreat -
General Eduecation courss, thus :ﬂovmx; it to meot any teanm.ns =
General Education aseds? Yes no

I.f so, v!nc.':. Geaeral E:Inauon canm(s)?

TEe ¢ T /o
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

RT IBERAL STUDIES GOALS WILL YOUR COURSE
MEET? Caeck all that apply and attach aa explanation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contcibute to at least ane of these goals: most will - .
meat mors than one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you consider -

them to be primacy or secandary goals of the course. [For esample, 2 history course
might assume "historical consciousness® and “acquiring a bady of knowledge® as its
primary goals, but it might also eahance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Keep in mind that no single course is expecied to shoulder all by itseif the
respoasibility for meeting these goals; our vork is supported and enhanced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses. c Y

- 3
. . b4 4

Primary Secsadary
A. Inteilectual Skills and Modes of Thinking:
1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical X

aaalysis, syathesis, decision making, aad other
aspects of the critical process. :

2. Literacy—~writing, reading, spesking, listening i -%

3. Understanding aumerical data

{ Historical conscisusness - . ¢ ——

S. Scientific inquicy . X

6. Values (ethical made of thinking ar application ~ X
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mode of thinking ' ' X

B. Acauiring 3 Bady of Xaowiedgs ar Undor- X
standing E=sentizl to aa Educated Persca

C. Underst=nding the Physiczl Raturs of
Human Beings

D. Certain Collataral Skills: , ,
1. Uss of the libracy T - X

2. Use of computin g technoiogy
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Liberal Studies Form — 3

D 0 DURSE MEET THZ GEZNEIAT
LIBERAL STUDIES? Please attach answers to these guestions.

A. If this is 2 multiple-section, multiple-instruciar course, there shouild be 3 basic _
equivaleacy (though not necsssarily uaiformity) among the sections in such =
things as gbjectives, conteat, assignmeats, 2ad evaluation. Nete: this should aat
be interprated to mesa that all professors must makze the sarse assigameats of,
teacl the same way: deparimeants ars encouraged o develag their courses td
allow the [lexibility whica contcibutes to imaginative, committed teaching and
capitalizes an the streaagths of individual facuity.

T2at ars the stratsgies that your depariacat vill use te assurs that
basic equivalsacy exists? Ezampies might be the establishmeat of
deparimeatal guideiines, assigameat of repsonsidility o a3 coordinating
comanittee, exclange aad discussion of individual insiructor syilabi, periadic
meetinzs among instruciars, etc.

-

-

Please see explanations (attached) -

B. LiberalStudies courses aust include the perspeciives aad contributions of ethaic
aad rocial minorities and of vomea vhersver aporopriate to the subject matter, - .
If your attacied syilasus does aat maxs esaiicit that the caurse A Loz

meots this critsrion, pleass appead an expianation of Aeow it will.

v

Please see explanations (attached) .

-
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C. Liberal Studies courses must requm the reading and use by studeatsof at m&?"fﬁi’ - “ et
ons, but preferably more, substaatial vorks of fiction ar nenfiction G@s .. - -
distinguished from textbooks, anthologies, Workbooks, or maguais). Yous ET- S

attacied syilabus must maks expiicit that th9e¢ caur=e meeis this e o
eritsrion. . BRI

_[Tae only mdmbfwmvhmaﬁmpmk&dm!mdﬁgﬂclmt
quaatitative skills: suca courses ars eacsuraged 1o incinda such resding, bux are aot
expecizd (3 do 30 It ths exgense of cther course adjectives. If yom axre axercisiag this
excaptien, 3{ease justify ters.] .

Please see exp.lana':ions (at:cach'ec'i)

. .8 .

D. If this is 3a introducnry courss intanded for a2 gonoral student audisnce, it . - o
should be designed to reflecs the reality that it may weil be the oniy formal = =
collegs instruction thecs students will have in that discipline, instead of being ~ ——o= 1T
" dozigned as the first course in 3 2ajor sequence. That is. it should introduce the - LT
dizdpﬁnawwdsncmkermminmducammmsdhi;&u.utﬁs ' :
is suck aa istrsdaciary course, Asw is it diilar=at [roym vaat is
#r3vided for Jeginaisg a2igr=? : S

Please see explanations (attached)

&
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Liberal Qudies Form — 4

-,

E. The Liberal Studies C:iteria'indicz:e sit ways in which all courses should
contribute o studeats’ abilities, To which of the six will yoar course
csatribute? Caeck all that apply and attach aa explanation.

£ Confroat the major sthical issues which pertain to the subject matter:
realizs that although “suspended judgment” is 2 pecessity of
intellectual inguicy, one canzot live forever in suspeasion; and make
ethical choices and taze respoasibility for them, . ;

L 4

—X_ 2. Define aad analyzs problems, frams questions, evaluate availabls
solutions, and maks choices

—2_ 3. Communicate knowledge and exchange ideas by vacious forms of
expression, in most cases writing aad speaking,

—X_ 4 Recognizs creativity amd engage in creative thinking,

—X_ 5. Continue learning evea aiter the completion of their formal
education. -

- —X— 6. Recognize relationships between what is heing stdied a0d curreat - !
- issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or sveats.

Each curriculum category has its owa set of specific criteria in addition to these )
geaerally applicable. The LSC provides capies of these criteria arranged in 3 - . -. Lo
conveaient, chec-list format which You caa marX off appropriately and includs = 7 - -
Witk your proposal. The attached syilabus shauid indicates hew your course =~ -

Maoots cach criterion youw check. If it does net de s axplicitly, pleass
attach aa explaaation. : -

(R

‘. Sum . .



CIECI LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELECTIVES i

Knowledge Arsa Criteria which the course must meet:

—X__ Treat concegpts, themes, acd events in sufficieat depth to enable studeats to s
appreciate the complezity, history, aad current implications of what i3 being :
swudied; aad a0t e mersiy cursery coverages of listsof lapics.

—X_ Suggest the major inteilectual questions/ problems which interest practi-
tiogers of a discipline acd explors critically the important theories and
principles preseated by the discipline.

—X— Allow studezts to undermacnd and apply the methods aof inquiry and
vaocadulary commonly used in the discipline.

rue

—X_ Eacour=ge studeats to use and enhaace, vherever possible, the compositioa R
aad matlematics skills built in the Skill Areas of Liberai Swdies. }

Liberal Studies Elective Criteria which tSe csurs=e Aust meet:
X Meet the “General Criteria Thich Apply to All Liberal Studies Courses.”

—}_ Notbeatecnical, professional, ar pre-grofessional course.

Explamatien: Appropriate courses are to be charactsrized by
lesraing in its broad. liberal sense rather than io the sense of
tecnique or professional proficiency. For insmaoce, assuming it met
all the other criteria for Liberal Studies, 2 course in “Theater Hiswory®
might de appropriate, vhile one in “The Craft of Set Constructicn®
prodadly would aot: or, 2 course in “Modern Americaa Poetry” fight
be 2ppropriate, while cne in “New Tec2niques for Tesching Writing in
the Seccadary Scloois® probably would otz or, 2 csurse an “Mass
Media 2ad American Society” might Be appropriate, wnile one in
“Television Progucticn Skills® probably wouid ot or, a coursse in
“Human Anatomy" might be agpropriate, while coe in “Strategies for .
Bialogical Field Wark* probably would not; or, a course in “Beginning ‘ ’
Freact® might be appropriate. while cne ia “Practical Methods for Lo ;
Professionat Transiators* prodadly would sot T

IS-2EL—S/32



Liberal Studies Course Approval Form: Explanations

RS 200 Religion and Culture: Their Interaction

Part I.

Part II.

A.

Please refer to the items checked.

Liberal_Studies Goals

Intellectual Skills and Modes of Thinking

1.

Questions such as: Why should a student of politics "

or business understand Islamic fundamentalism and
the turmoil in the Middle East? How does reZigion
affect economic attitudes? Has the moral majority
or the church got a right to influence public
policy? will stimulate students interest in
examining the practical relationships between
religion and various social institutions.
Instructor will lead students through 1lectures,
discussions, films, written assignments to examine
moral issues raised in the course. Such analysis
will develop skills of critical thinking, encourage
decision making and respect for choices.

*Students will develop literacy skills of writing, -

reading, speaking and 1listening through their
reading, class discussion, assignment requiring a
library research, tapes and essay exams.

This is not very relevant to this course, howe&er,
some statistical data may be examined.

Most of the issues raised in the course have both
historical and contemporary relevance. For
instance, students will examine how society as a
whole and how the church specifically has treated
women, blacks and Indians in the past and how they

are still perceived today. £

The approach to this course is critical and
nonsectarian, therefore, it emphasizes the social
scientific inquiry.

A number of issues in this course deal with ethics.
Students will be encouraged to make their own
responsible moral decisions on questions 1like

abortion. Through the discussions students will ~

realize that our values shape most social policies
and that religion has played both positive and
negative roles in cultural values.
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7. Through religious art and architecture in wvarious (T
culture the aesthetic mode of thinking has been

expressed and appreciated, hopefully stiudents will learn to
do so through videotapes and discussioms. -

B. Personality is an integrated whole. There is an
increasing awareness that education should produce a

total person. The interdisciplinary nature of this
course —- religion, family, polity, economy -- gives the
student a broad understanding of life. The issues
explored in the course will 1lead to a deeper
understanding of and greater appreciation for the
enduring questions faced by humanity..

C. NA

D. Students written assignments require research : :L;a the
library. : Ll

Part III. General Criteria

A, There will be periodic meetings at least once a semester
among instructors who teach the coursse to discuss syllabi,
textbooks and other issues pertinent to the course.
Suggestions or decisions made will be brought to the
attention of other colleagues at Departmental meetings. (

i
|
t

B. Please see section 3 of the Typical Outline.

C. At least one primary material by a classical scholar in
the field will be added to the required reading list (see
textbooks) .

D. The course is interdisciplinary in nature and is broad
enough for,botq majors and non-majors.

E. Six Ways of Contributing to Students' Abilities:

1. Through lectures, discussions, tapes, and library
‘assignments the course raises many ethical issues
to which students will have to respond and examine
the responses of their peers, other scholars and
groups like churches. For instance, students will
analyze the way religion justifies the economic
status of the rich in a world of limited resources.

See Part II A 1 and 6.
2. Please see Part II A.

3. Please see Part II B{



Part IV.
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Through critical examination of the issues that
society grapples with, students learn to examine
issues of their own time and learn to be creative
thinkers and decision makers on the basis of the

" knowledge they have acquired. Students will learn

about people who found new ways to deal with
societal issues and in turn learn to engage in
Ccreative thinking. A number of people discussed in
the textbooks have used their innovative ideas to
transform society.

Students will come to appreciate the fact that the
issues they discuss in class are perennial ones
which they will face and deal with throughqut, their
lives. ) vk

The practical nature of the course and the
familiarity with some of the issues such as the
Catholic Church and abortion, racism and religion,
fundamentalism and social issues make it easy for
students to link what they study with the actual
society.

-

Knowledge Area Criteria

The syllabus, along with the above explanations have amply
demonstrated how this course meets each criteria checked.

Liberal Studies Criteria Which the Course'Must Meet:

The course is non-technical, covers broad areas of disciplines
but is an in-depth study. It is interdisciplinary in nature.



