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CCURSE SYLLABUS

RS 260 American Religious Deveiopment 3 credits

no prerequisites

I CATALOG DESCRIPTION

A survey and analysis of topics which depict the role of religion in the U.S.
e.g., Religion and the discovery/colonization/immigration trends of the U.S.;
Religion and the Constitution; indigenous religious movements; American
Indian religion; black religion;.women in American religion; ecumenism;
atheism; cults; mass media.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES

I. The students will understand the development of religious history of the
American people from the beginning of the nation to the modern time.

2.To comprehend the impact of religion on the founding fathers of the U.S.

as reflected in the Constitution, in the government, etc.

3. To understand how the Constitutional guarantee of religious freedom
promotes the diversity of religious faiths in America.

III. COURSE OUTLINE

Introduction
Defining Religion
Religious Pluralism in America

Native American Traditions

Jewish Religion

Roman Catholoicism

Protestantism

Afro-American Religion

Women in American Religion

Indigenous American Religious Movements
Liberalism and Conservatism

The Impact of Eastern Religions

Religious Unity in America

The one dominant religion of the United States-Protestantism

Civil Religion

Cultural Religion

Ecumenism and Interfaith Cooperation

Important religious issues in America-prayer in school;evolution vs
creation; abortion, etc.

Summing up the present.
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IV. EVALUTION METHODS

There will be three examinations which will cover materials assigned
from the text books, supplemental readings as well as class lectures.
Each exam will be counted equally.

Type of exam: oktjective, essays, explanation of terms, concepts, movements,etc.

V. REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS, SUPPLEMENTAL BOOKS AND READINGS
Winthrop S. Hudson, Religion in America, 3rd. Ed.Charles Scribner's Sons, 1981

Supplemental readings: A -
Alan Watts, Nature, Man and Women, Vintage ) _-f
Robert Pirsig, Zen and the Art of Motorcycle maintenance,
C.S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters, Mentor Book

Walt Whitman, The leaves of grass,

In addition to the textbook, students will read at least one primary source
book from the supplemental reading list.

-
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LIBERAL STUDIES COU_RSE APPROVAL FO3M

Abant this form: Use this form oanly il you wish tg have 2 course inciuded for Liberal Studies
cradit. The form is intended (o assist you in deveioping your course (0 meet the university's
Criteria [or Liberal Studies. and ta arrange your propesal ia 2 standard order {or coasideration DY
the LSC 2ad the UWUCC. If you have questioas, coatast the Liberat Studies Office, 353 Sutzen Hall: |
teteshone. 357-5715. ' .

Da aet use this form-for technical. professional, or pre-grofessional courses or for remedial
courses. aone of 7nica is eligible for Liberal Studies. Da aot use this {orm for secions-of the
synthesis coufse or {or Vriting-intensive sections: dilfersat {orms vill be available for those. 'f

ART 1

A. For which catagory(ies) are you proposing the course? Cleck ail
that apply.

LEARNTNG SZILLS ' -

— Firmt Saglish Composition Course
— Secand Eaglisik Composition Course
. Mathematics

KNOWLEEGE AREAS

_ Humaaities: Bistory

Humaanities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
Bumaanities: Literature
e FiB8 ALTS

e Natural Scieaces: Laboratory Course
—— Natural Scieaces: Non-iaboratory Cougse
Social Scisaces

- Health and Wellness

— Non-Vesteea Culturss

—1Z Liberal Studies Elective .

c-. £

B. Ars you r3guesting regular or provizional approval for this cour=a?
! Raguiar

Provisional (timitaticas 2pply, see instructicns)

C. During the traasition from General Educatina to Liberal Studies,
shouid this courss be listsd as an spproved substituts for s curreat
General Educstion courss, thus zilowing it to mect any remaining
‘General Education aseds? /. yos

a0 R
If =0, Yhich Geaeral Education course(s)? rall Lz e o 2 (4 ﬁﬁéf“"“
e (

Ls-1 =5/33

-



Liberal Studies Form — 4

.e
-,

E. The Liberal Studies Critecia indicate six ways in which all courses ;gouid
contribute o studeats’ abilities. To vhich of the six will your course
csatribute? Chaeck ail that apply and attach aa expizaation.

_V.. 1. Confront the major ethical jssyes which pertain to the subjecs martes
realizs that although “suspended judzment” is-a gecessity of
intellectual inquiry, one caanot live for=ver in suspeasion: and make

/ etdical choices aag take cespoasibility for them, -

— 2. Define and analyze probiems, frame questions, evaltats availibld
/ solutions, 2ad make choices T

—— 3. Communicate gaowledge and exchange ideas by various for:ns- of
eIpression, in most cases writing and speaking,
_\L 4. Recogaize creativity and engage in creative thinking,

—— 3. Continue learning evea after the completion of their formal
J‘ education, -

——— 6. Recognize relationships betweea what is being studied aad curreat
- issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or eveats.

Each cursiculum category has its own set of specific criteria in addition to thase
geaerally agplicable. The LSC provides copies of these criteria arranged in a2
conveaieal, check-list format which you can mars off appropriately aad inciude
Witk your proposal. Tae attached syllabus should indicate haw your course

Mests e2cl critsrion you check. If it does net de se explicitly, pleass
attach 2a explanation. ,

£
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LIBERAL STUODIES? Please attach answers 10 these questions.

A.

Liberal Studies Form — 3

<% AT GENEQAT 1

If this is 2 multiple-section, multiple-instrucior course, there shouild be 2 basic
equivaleacy (though got aecessacily uniformity) among the sections in such .
thiags as objectives, content, assigameats, and evaluation. Nate: this shouid aot
be interpreted to meaa that all professors must make the same assigameats or
teacs the same way:; degariments are eacouraged ta develop their courses ta

allow the flexibiiity which contributes to imaginative, committed leaching and
capitalizes on the streaagths of individual faculty. ' LI

What ars the steatzzies that your deparimeat vill use to a==ure that -

basic equivalency exists? Esampies might be the establishmeat of
degacimental guidelines, assignment of repsoasipility to 2 coordinating
committee, ezchacge aad discussion of individual instructar syilabi. periedic
meetings amon g insTUCCS, oLe.

'

B. Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectives and contributionsof ethaic

and racial minorities acd of vomea vhersver appropriate o the subject mattar.
If your attached syilabus does aot maXxe explicit that the caurse

mests this critarion, please append an expianation of Rovw it wiil.

Liberal Studies courses must requirs the resding and use by swdeats of at lesst
ogs, but preferably mors, subsaaual vorzs of ficzcion or nonfiction (as
distinguished from texSooks. zatholegies, workSooks. ar maguals). Your
attached syiladus must maks explicit that tie c3urss meels this

csitsrion. .

[TSs caly sxcsoticn is for courses yhose primary jursose is the develcpment of nigher level
quaatitative sgills: such csurses s sacourzged to inciuds soch rexdiag, dut ars m
expeczed 13 do 30 3L the sxgease of cther course objectives. If yom 2r8 ezereising tAis
e=c3gtisn, yicase jestifly lera.! '

If this is an introductory courss intsnded for 2 geaeral student audisncs, it

should be designed to reflect the reality that it may veil be the only t'or:_nal
cailege instruction thess studeats will have in that diccipiine, in<tead of being
desigoed as the first courss in 2 aajor sequencs. Taatis, it should introducs the
discipline to stdents racker than introducs students int the disciplins. 1L this
is sach 3a istTaduciary caursw, ey is X diffaraat o= what is
sravidad for Yegiaaiag aajors?

vae =t s Ve wWm e [ TN NSRS
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

PART TI. WHICT LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS WILL YOUR COURSE
MEZET? Check all that apply aad attach aa explanation. '

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute to at !east oge of these goals: most will
meset more than aoge. As you check them off, please indicate whether you consider
them 0 be primary or secondacy goals of the course. [For esample, 3 history course
might assume “historical consciousness” and “acquiring a body of knowledge® as its
primary goals, but it might also eahance inquiry skills or literacy or libracy skills.]

2ep in miad that no single course is expecied to shoujder all by itseif the
respogsibility for meeting these goals; our work is supported and enhaaced by that
of our colleagues teaching other courses. ' .

-t
T ¢
Primary  Secsadary _ !

A. Intsilectaal Sxills 3ad Modes of Thinking:

1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, eritical : ‘/
analysis, syathesis, decision making, and other
aspects of the coitical process.

2. Literacy--writing, reading, speaking, listening -/
3. Understanding aumerical data .
4. Historical consciousness a ¥

3. Scieatific inquiry

6. Values (ethical mods of thinking-orapplication -~ __V
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthetic mode of thinking .

B. Acqni_.ring 3 Body of Xaowiedgs ar Under- V
staading Essential to azs Educsted Per=on

. ‘
C. Under=tzading t8e Physicai Natars of 4
Hu=aza Beings '

D. Cartain Collatarsi Skills: . R e A L
1. Use of the library " : I

2. Use of computing technology

B e T
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PART TWO: 1IBERAL STUDIES GOALS

Al.

A2.
Ag,

A 6.

§tudents are introduced to the variety of topics of religions im
in America, i.e, Religion and the Constitution; Bleck religion;
Wemen in American religion, ect. The students will critically
evaluate these issues and learn to make sound judgement on them.

iteracy is enhanced through lecture, reading, discussion, exam

One of the major objectives in this course is to understand the
historical development of religions in America. The students
will understand the role religion played in the founding of _
this country. z

ru”

The students will examine the various value systems in America:
and see in what way religion influence people in making ethical
croice.

Religion is an :ntegral part of American life. Our history; gcvernment;
otr Censtitution ars inseparable with religion. To understznd

American religion would help the student to know their cultural heritage.

PART THREE: GENERAL CRITERIA FOR LIBERAL STUDIES

A.

B.

Bl.

E2.

E3.

E4.

We offer only one section in this course. Periodic meetings at least
once a semester will occur among instructors to assume commonality in
the context of a generic syllabus.

Please See the syllabus.

Please see the syllabus.

Itis course is not designed as the first cours: in a major
sequence. We do not offer any highec level course in American
religion. This is designed to meet the neec of general students.

Many ethical issues will be raised in this courzse, i.e. abortion;
praver in public school; evolution vs creation. The students
will undarstand the rational bisis for their chcice ad to respect
the choice of others. '

In order to make sound decision one must first understand marious
aspects of an issue. This course will help the students to
identify the problems and analyze the issues.

Through lecture, class presentation, discussion, reading and exam.
The students will be introduced to the religious pluralism in

American society, and critically analyze the basis for all these
beliefs.



CIECX LIST -- LIBERAL STUDIES ELETTIVES

Kaowiedge Area Criterizs which the course must mest:

—— Treat concegts, themes, and evexats ia sufficieat depth to enable studeats to
appreciate the complezity, history, aad curreat implications of what is being

-~

/

studied: aad zot be merely cursory coverages af lists of tapics.

Suggest the major inte{lectual questions/prublems vhich interest _practi-
tioners of a discipline and explore critically the imporizat theories and

principles preseated by the discipline,

Allow swdeats to understand aad apply the methods of inquiry aad

vocabulary commoaly used in the discipline. .

—— Eacourage studexts to use aad eahance, wherever possible, the composition

Liberzl Studies Elective Criteria which the course most meet:

»

v

and mathematics skills built in the Szill Areas of Liberal Susdies. -

_‘_/. Mest the “Geaeral Criteria Which Apply to All Liberal Studies Courses.”

Not be a techaijcal, professional, or pre-pn-:}s:ional course.

Explanatiem: Appropriate courses are to be charscterized by
lesraing in its broad, lideral sense rather thaa in the sense of
tecanique or professional proficieacy. For instance, assuming it met
all the otber criteria for Liberal Studies, 2 ccurse in “Theater History®
@ight be appropriate, while one in “The Craft of Se¢ Construction®
prodably would got: or, 2 course in “Modern American Poetry® might
be 2ppropriate, while one in “New Techniques for Teaching Writing in
the Seccndary Schools® probably would pot o, 2 course on “Mass
Media and American Society" might be appropriate, while cpe in
“Television Production Skills® probably would sot: eor, 2 course in
"Human Agatomy" might be appropriate, while one in “Rrategies for
Biolegical Field Work® probably would oot; or, 2 course in “Beginning
Freacd® might be appropriate, while coe in “Practical Metbods for

Professional Transiarors® probably wouid sot.

IsS-2 E2-5/33
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E5. The students will be confronted with religious issues throughout
their lives. through news media, magazines. This course provides
them the basic knowledge on which they could continue to build.

E6. What is being studied in class is not merely academic but tfxey are
current issues which confront every individual in the society.

PART FOUR: MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THE CURRICULUM CATEGORY

The attached syllabus does indicate how this course meets each criterion
for the curriculum category. -

' r
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CJRRICILUM PROPOSAL COVER SHEEZT

[ 20PN

Uoiversity-Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Ccocmmittee

LSC Use Only - ' UWUCC Use Only
Number -3~ - Number :
Action ' - Action

Date Date

I. TITLE/AUTECR CF CEANGE .
CCURSZ/BROGRAM TITLE RS 290: Chr, sTianity
DEZARTMENT -'P (o se el / sfous S les |

*—
CONTACT PZRECH Joel (e Ko

-. TEIS COURSE IS BEZNG PRCPOSED FOR:

Csuzse Approval Ornly

Course Approval and Lireral Studies Apprcval
Literal Studies Agprcval cnly (course previcusly has been
arproved by tae University Senate)

III. ADPRCVALS ~

A- mM‘Ffo Ve 778

Dezaftment Cur-icuium Ccommittee

crmetzae
Dizecctor of Lireral Studies Provost
(where applicable) (where applicable)

#College Dean must consult with Provost before agpproving
cur=iculum ckanges. Approcval by College Dean jndicates that the
progcsed change is consistent with lomg rarge plannicg dotuments,
that all reguests for resources made as pazt of the prcposal can
be met, aré tiat the p-orosal kas the sugpcers of the university
aémizistration.

IV. TIMETABLE

Dats Submitted Semester/Year to be Date to be puRlished _ . .«
to LSC implemented _Fa (( €% ir Catalog A -
to UWTCC

Revised 5/88 [Attach remaining parts of

proposal £o this form.l]




COURSE SYLLABUS....a typical/generic syllabus which will vary
somewhat from instructor to instructor....

RS 290: CHRISTIANITY, 3 SH -

I. CATALOG DESCRIPTION.

A study of the beliefs, practices, singificant pPersons, history,
and cultural impact of Christianity.

II. COURSE OBJECTIVES.
1. To provide students with an overview of Christianity.

2. To introduce students to an academic (non-sectarian and
critical) study of Christianity.

3+ To enhance the students’ historical consciousness of Christianity
by examining the development and adaptation of Christian
doctrine and practices.

4. To enhance the students’ global consciousness of Christianity

gy going beyond its North American and Western European
orms.

III. COURSE OUTLINE.
1. Intro to the academic study of religion b

2. The context for and life of Jesus; emergence of the Christian

Church
-Roman/Graeco world =the experience of the Apostles
=Jewish world -conflicts in the early
=Jesus and the Bible Church

3. Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic Christianity
-Constantinople and Rome: political, liturgical, and
doctrinal differences

4. The Reformation and Protestant Christianity
~Humanism and the Renaissance
-the Reformers

5. Christianity as a global religion
-African & Asian experiences in the context of
Liberation Theology

6. American Christianity
~Afro-American experience
-Feminist experience
-Fundamentalism and Liberalism

7. Christian worship and morality
~sacraments and contemporary ethical issues

8. Christianity and the arts
-architecture and icons

9. Christianity and religious pluralism
~the encounter and dialogue with other world religions




IV. EVALUATION METHODS.
1. Three exams: objective, essay, and cumulative

2. One written assignment: 5-7 PP.
3. One 5 minute oral report

V. TEXTBOOKS.

l. Mary Jo Weaver, Introductton To Christianity, Wadsworth, 1988.
2. The Bible (any edition with notes and commentary).

3. Martin Luther, Three Treatises, Mulhenberg, 1943.
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LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE APPROVAL FORM .

Aboat this form: Use this form oaly if you wish to have a course inciuded for Liberal Studies
credit. The form is intended to assist you in developing your course to meet the university's
Criteria for Liberal Studies. and tg arrange your propesal in a standard order {or ccasideration by
the LSC and the UVUCC. If you have questions, contact the Liberal Studies Office, 353 Sutton Halls
teiephone, 357-5715. .
Do got use this {orm for techaical. professional. or pre-professional courses or for remedial.
courses. none of vhich is etigible for Liberal Studies. Da aet use this form for secticas of the
syathesis course or for writing-intensive sections: differeat forms will be available {or those,

PART I BASIC INFORMATION

A. For yhich catagory(ies) are you proposing the course? Check all
that appiy.

LEARNDIG SKILLS ) >
-~ FirmEaglish Composition Course '

— Second Eaglish Composition Course

— Mathematics

ENOWLEDGE AREAS

Bumanities: History
I Humaaities: Philosophy/Religious Studies
Humanities: Literature .
‘e Fing Arts
__ Natural Scieaces: Laboratory Course
___ Nawral Scieaces: Non-laboratory Course
—— Social Scieaces
— Heaith and Wellness
— Non-Westzra Cultures
— Liberal Studies Elective .

B. Ars you raquesting raguiaror provisional approval for this course?

L fa;uhr

C. hﬁng the trapsition from General Education to Liberal Studies, '

Provisional (limitaticas zpply, see instructicns)

should this courss be listed as an approved substitsts for & curreat Lo

Gencral Education courss, thus ailowing it to meet any remsining
General Education needs? yes _kno

If =o0. which Generxl Educstion course(s)?

Ls-1—-5/33
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Liberal Studies Form — 2

RT 11, WHICT LISERAL STUDIES GOALS WILL YOUR COURSE
MEET? Caeck all that apply aand attach aa explanation.

All Liberal Studies courses must contribute ta at least ane of these goals: most will
mest more than one. As you check them off, please indicate whether you coasider
them to be primary ar secandary goals of the course. [For esample, a Ristory course
might assume “histarical consciousness™ and “acquiring a bady of knawiedge” as its
primary goals, but it might also eahance inquiry skills or literacy or library skills.]
Keep in mind that no single course is expected to shoulder all by itseif the
respoasibility for meeting these goals; our work is supported and enhaaced by that
of our colleagues teaching other coucses.

Peimary  Secsadary

. A. Inteflectual Skills 1ad Modes of Thinking:

1. Inquiry, abstract logical thinking, critical x

analysis, synthesis, decision making, and other

aspects of the critical process. N
2. Literacy—writing, resding, speating, listening = _ - X
3. 'Understa.gding aumerical data _
4. Historical consciousness N X

5. Scieatific inquiry

X
6. Values (ethical mode of thinking ar application - X
of ethical perception)

7. Aesthietic mode of thinking : ' X_

B. Acguiring 3 Bady of Xaowiedgs or Under- ' X
standing E=sentizl to an Fducated Person

C. Understaading the Physical Natars of
Ho=an Beings

D. Cartain Callataral Skills: , R

1. Use of the library - X
2. Uss of computing technalogy
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Liberal Studies Form — 3

PART ITI. DOES YOUR COURSE MEET THZ GENERIAL CRUITEIIA FOR
LIBERAL STUDIES? Please attach answers 10 these questions.

A. If this is 2 multiple-section, multiple-instructor course, ther= shouild be 2 basic

equivalency (though not necessarily uniformity) among the sections in such
things as objectives, conteat, assignmeants, aad evaluation. Nate: this should aot
be interpreted 1o me2a that all professors must make the same assignments or
teach the same way: departmeats are eaccuraged ta develog their courses ta
allow the flexibility which contributes to imaginative, committed teaching and
capitalizes on the streangths of individual facuity.

¥hat ars the stratagies that your department vill use to assurs that
basic equivaleacy exists? Ezamples might be the establishmeat of
departmental guidelines, assignment of repsonsmxhty to a coordinating

committee, exchiaage and dxscusxon oi‘ mdxv:dnal ms:.rucmr syllabi, penodxc
meetings among instrucars, etc.

k“

W‘” (@M

Liberal Studies courses must include the perspectives and contributions of ethaic
aad racial minorities aad of womea whesever appropriate to the subject matter.
If your attached syilabus does not make explicii that the cosarse
mesots this critarion, pleasze append aa expianation of Aaw it will,

PRoana A-M-ﬂ(lo. "—a/u‘-@‘*ﬂ

Liberal Studies courses must require the reading and use by students of at least
oge, but preferably more, substantial warks of fiction or nonfiction (as
distinguished from textbooks, anthologies, wor%tooks. or maquals). Your
attached syllabus must maks explicit that the caurse meets this

czitarion. PO, a0 p00 A %-

[The only exceptien is for courses yticse primary purpese is the develepment of digher level
quaatitative skills: such courses ars encouraged to inciude such resding, but are not
expected (o do SO it the expease of other course objectives. If yom ars execciszing this
excaption, please justify Sers.]

If this is an introductory courss intended for 2 gsnerzal studeat audiencs, it
shouild be deaigned to reflect the reality that it may weil be the only formal
coilege instruciion thess studants will have in that disciplins, in<tead of being
designed as the first courss in 3 ;ajor sequencs. Thatis, ik should introduce the
dxsc.phne to studeats rather than introducs students into the discipline. If this
is such aa iatraducilacy curss, oy is it difTarsat {rom what is

gnvzdadfrbegmm =? Theo 2van. . : a=d
S R TR T R



Py

Liberal Audies Form — 4

E. The Liberal Studies Criteria indicate six ways in which all courses M
contribute o studeats’ abilities. To which of the six will your caurse
contributs? Caeck all that apply and attach an explanation.

X

1. Confroat the major ethical issues which pertain to the subject matter:
realizs that aithough “suspended judgment” is‘a necessity of
intellectual inyuiry, one caanot live forever in suspension: and make
ethical choices and taks cespoasibility for them.

. Define and analyze problems, frame questinns, evaluate available
solutions, aad make choices

2
3. Communicate knowledge and exchange ideas by various forms of -

X
X
expression. in mast cases writing and speaking,
—X_ 4 Recogaize creativity sxd engage in creative thinking,

_X_ 5. Continue learning even after the completion of their formal
education. i

i 6. Recognize relationships between what is being studied and current

- issues, thoughts, institutions, and/or eveats.

Each curriculum category has its owa set of specific criteria in addition to those
generally applicable. The LSC provides copies of these crileria arranged in a .
coaveaieat, check-list format which you can mack off appropriately and inciudes
With your proposal. The attached syilabus shauid indicate hew your caurse

ests eck. IT it does aet ds se explicilly, pleass
attach aa explanation. . .

Tt e o
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CHEQX LIST — HUMANITIES: RELIGIOUS STUDIES

————

Knowiedge Ares Criteria vhich the course must meet:

.L Treat concepts, themes, aad eveats in sufficient depth to enable studeats to
appreciate the ccmplexity, Ristory, and curreat implications of what js being
studied; and not e mera{y cursory caverages of lists of tapics.

i Suggest the major inteilectuaf questions/problems which interest practi-
tiogers of a di cipline and ezplore critically the important theoriss and

principles preseatad by the discipline.

_X. Allow students to understand aad apply the methads of inquiry and
vocabulary commanly used in the discipline.

X Eacourage studeats to use ang eahaace, vherever possible, the composition
aad mathematics skills bujjt in the Skill Areas of Liberal Studies,

Religious Stydies Criteria which the course must meet:

Introduce students tg the study of religion as 2 menns to understanding
Westera culture and, therefore, to uaderstanding themselves,

Provide 2 balanced, critical, nonsectariag ezamination op religion.

Exphasize an interdisciplinary 3pproaca to the study of refigion. .
Iavestigate the patyre of religion and the forms :61‘ its expression. or the
foundational roots and development of ape or more Western religious
tradition(s) ever 2 significant time spaq. :

Investigate relationships with aon-Western traditions and cultures where
appropriate.
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LIBERAL
RS 290:

STUDIES COURSE APFROVAL FORM: EXPLANATIONS
CHRISTIANITY

PART ONZ: BASIC INFORMATION -
Please refer to items checked.

PART TWO: LIBERAL STUDIES GOALS

Al.

A2.

A3.
" AL,

AS.

Aé.

A7.

c.
D1.

PART THR

EEs GENERAL CRITERIA FOR LIBERAL STUDIES
sl o8y wnllion A FOR LIBERAL STUDIES

A,
c.
D.

El.

Students are introduced to doctrinal controversies -

.g., humanity/divinity of Jesus) and moral questions

(e.g., abortffion within the history of Christianity).

Through lectures, discussion, written assignment, and

exams, students will critically analyze the contexts

and proponents of the various issues. .

Literacy is enhanced through notetaking, substantial
reading, discussion in class, written assignment and exams.

NA

Emphasis is placed on Christian doctrine, practices, an
personages in historical context/development. )

The course approach is non-sectarian and academically
critical, a social scientific inquiry.

By examining Christian doctrine, practices, and personages,
there is implicitly a consideration of the Christian
perspeciive on values and on a total lifestyle.

In the consideration of Christian liturgy, symbols, ritual,
art, architecture, the aesthetic mode of thinking is
addressed.

Understanding Christianity is an important key for under- ¢
standing the development of the Western world, in parti-
cular, for the past 1700 years at least. Some of the
Western world's greatest art, architecture, and music are
Christianity-based. Christianity has influenced the rule
of governments and individual values; it has impacted
cultural areas from the perception.of womanhood, to medical
care, to educational philosophy and content. The more a
"Westerner” understands his/her culture, the better, hope-
fully, is the understanding of oneself.

NA

Use of the library is required in the written assignment.

Responses are on the form.

The course raises a variety of ethical issues such as the.
role of women in American Christianity to liberation
movements in Asia and Afriea. Through discussion, exams,
and the written assignment, students will be encouraged
to carefully analyze and critique those issues.




E2. Please see Al.
E3. Please see A2.

E4. Through the examination of major Christian personages .
like Jesus, Paul, Luther, M.L. King, Jr., students are
exposed to role models of creativity--often courageous
creativity--in regard to life perspectives and social
inter-relationships.

E5. The issues dealt with in the course--the teachings of Jesus,
the role of the Christian church--impact the culture, and
often the personal lives, of the students. This course
provides a context for considering those issues. A biblio-
graphy and other resources will be supplied in the course
for continued learning.

E6. Within the historical approach, the course includes a
consideration of contemporary Christianity as it deals,
e.g., with its aftempt at inter-religious dialcgue, its
role in social betterment in Africa, its varied stands
on birth control, etc.

PART FOUR: MEETING THE CRITERIA FOR THE CURRICULUM CATEGORY

The syllabus does indicate how this course meets each criteria
checked. :




