
1 

I. PA Graduated
Driver Licensing , 
Traffic Laws, and Risk 
Reduction

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be ResponsiblePart 1

Manual-Lessons and Hints to Work With Your New Teen Driver

Manual
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Lessons and Hints to Work With Your New Teen Driver

• These resources are based on a behind the wheel 
program that is used by trained driver education 
teachers. 

Purpose : 

• to give adults supervising practice driving with a teen 
driver, an orderly, standard routine.

• To provide objectives and methods similar to those 
used by in-car driving instructors that may:

• reduce stressful situations for adult and teen.

• reduce risk by allowing the teen driver to gradually 
progress through skill levels and driving environments.

• The “Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible” approach, is the 
motto used by the Novice Driver Statewide Program, and

is used in the PA Perceptual Driving Curriculum.

Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible

Lessons and Hints to Work With Your New Teen Driver 

This resource is based on a behind the wheel program 
that is used by trained driver education teachers. 
Purpose: 
to give adults supervising practice driving with a teen 
driver, an orderly, standard routine. 
 To provide objectives and methods like those used by in-
car driving instructors that may: 

reduce stressful situations for adult and teen. 
reduce risk by allowing the teen driver to gradual-
ly progress through skill levels and driving envi-
ronments. 

  
  
  

 

Collision 
prevention

LAWS
Different 
Types:

I. Traffic
Laws

Provide Rules 
and Guidelines 

for:

driver behavior

safe vehicle 
operations

safe movement 
and flow of 

traffic

LAWS 

Different Types: 
Traffic Laws 

Provide Rules and Guidelines for: 
COLLISION PREVENTION 

driver behavior 

safe vehicle operations 

safe movement and flow of traffic 

ENFORCING LAWS 

Provides guidelines for 

Police 

Courts 

  
  
  

 

TRAFFIC LAWS

• Allow some sort of official control 
over HTS (Highway Transportation 
System)

Procedures and rules for:
• licensing 

• vehicle registration

• insurance

• inspections 

• vehicle safety

• emissions requirements

Traffic Laws 

Administrative Laws 

Allow some sort of official control over HTS (Highway 
Transportation System) 
Procedures and rules for: 

licensing 

vehicle registration 

insurance 

inspections for 

vehicle safety 

emissions requirements 
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ADMINISTRATIVE 
LAWS

POINT SYSTEM 

FOR VIOLATIONS
SUSPENSIONS AND 

REVOCATIONS

OWNERSHIP

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

•VEHICLE AND 
OWNERSHIP 
INFORMATION

*DRIVER’S 

LICENSE*

REQUIRED FOR ALL

DRIVERS USING HTS

TYPES OF LICENSES

*VEHICLE 

REGISTRATION*

OWNERS CARD

PLATE

*INSURANCE PROOF*

DOCUMENTS THAT  YOU 

ARE REQUIRED TO HAVE AT 
ALL TIMES WHEN DRIVING

PA LICENSING
LAWS AND RISK REDUCTION

T
e

e
n

 d
ri
v
e

rs
 : • high-risk group when it comes to driving 

• most fail to appreciate the dangers of 
driving

• display risk-taking behavior behind the 
wheel, which results in a high collision 

rate for this age group.

• more likely to underestimate or not be 
able to recognize hazardous situations

 Administrative Laws 

Point system for: 
 violations 

Suspensions and revocations 

Ownership 

Certificate of title  

Vehicle and ownership information 

  
Documents that you are always required to have when driving 

*Driver’s license* 

Required for all drivers using HTS 

Different classifications of licenses 

*Vehicle registration* 

 owners’ card 

 license plate 

*Proof of insurance* 

  
  
  

  PA Licensing 

Laws and Risk Reduction 

   
Teen drivers : 
Are a high-risk group when it comes to driving. 
Most fail to appreciate the dangers of driving 

display risk-taking behavior behind the wheel, which results in 
a high collision rate for this age group. 
More likely to underestimate or not be able to recognize haz-
ardous situations 
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TEEN 
DRIVERS : (CDC, WISQUARS)

In 2017 Nationwide:

2,364 teens aged 16-19 were killed 

Six teens aged 16-19 died daily due to 

motor vehicle crashes, and hundreds 

more were injured

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

300,000 were treated in emergency 

departments for injuries suffered in 

motor vehicle crashes

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

Teen drivers: 
In 2017 Nationwide: 
2,364 teens aged 16-19 were killed 

Six teens aged 16-19 died daily due to motor vehicle crashes, 
and hundreds more were injured 

300,000 were treated in emergency departments for injuries 
suffered in motor vehicle crashes   

  
  
  

 Teen drivers: 
2017 In Pennsylvania: 
6,758 teen drivers aged 16 -17 were involved in a vehicle 

crash 

40 were involved in fatal crashes 

Since 1999- 
181,243 teen drivers were involved in crashes 

1,351 of these were involved in fatal crashes 

  
  
  

 

Inexperience

Driving with teen passengers

Not using seat belts

Distracted driving

Nighttime driving

Reckless, impaired, or drowsy 
driving

FACTORS THAT 

PUT TEEN 
DRIVERS AT RISK:

FACTORS THAT PUT TEEN DRIVERS AT RISK: 
Inexperience 

Driving with teen passengers 

Not using seat belts 

Distracted driving 

Nighttime driving 

Reckless, impaired, or drowsy driving 

  
  
  

6,758 teen drivers aged 16 -17 were involved 

in a vehicle crash

40 were involved in fatal crashes

Since 1999-

181,243 teen drivers were involved in 

crashes

1,351 of these were involved in fatal 

crashes 

TEEN 
DRIVERS :

2017 In Pennsylvania:
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STEPS TAKEN 
TO COMBAT 

THESE 
FACTORS:

Adopted by PA in1999

Helps new 
drivers gain 
skills under 
lower-risk 
conditions

Three-stage system:

Stage 1: Learner’s permit

Stage 2: Junior license 
(provisional license)

Stage 3: Unrestricted license

GRADUATED DRIVER 

LICENSING (GDL)

 Steps taken to combat these FACTORS: 
GRADUATED DRIVER LICENSING (GDL) 

Adopted by PA in1999 

Helps new drivers gain skills under lower-risk 
conditions 

Three-stage system: 
  Stage 1: Learner’s permit 

Stage 2: Junior license (provisional license) 

Stage 3: Unrestricted license 

  
  

 PA GDL Learner’s Permit 

STAGE 1 

Learner’s Permit 

issued to applicants who are at least 16 years of age and 

have successfully completed a physical examination, 
vision screening, and 

driving knowledge test. 
  
  
  

 PA GDL Learner’s Permit 

Permit valid for one year (can be extended) 
6 months of logged practice time before testing 

Mandatory minimum 65 hrs. w/10 hrs. night & 5 hrs. bad 
weather 

Proper supervision with: 
licensed driver at least 21 years of age licensed parent, guardi-

an, person in loco parentis or spouse at least 18 years old 

  
  
  

PA GDL 
LEARNER’S 

PERMIT

STAGE 1

Learner’s Permit

issued to applicants who are 
at least 16 years of age and 

have successfully completed 
a physical examination, 

vision screening, and 

driving knowledge test.

PA GDL LEARNER’S 
PERMIT

Permit valid for one year 

(can be extended)

6 months of logged 
practice time before 
testing

• Mandatory minimum 65 hrs. 

• w/10 hrs. night &

• 5 hrs. bad weather

Proper supervision with:

• licensed driver at least 21 years of age

• licensed parent, guardian, person in 
loco parentis or spouse at least 18 years 
old

https://www.penndot.gov/Tra
velInPA/Safety/TrafficSafetyA
ndDriverTopics/Pages/Young-

Driver.aspx
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PA GDL-JUNIOR LICENSE STAGE 2

JUNIOR LICENSE – AFTER PASSING 
THE DRIVING TEST, ALLOWS 

UNSUPERVISED DRIVING WITH 
RESTRICTIONS: 

• NO NIGHTTIME DRIVING 
BETWEEN 11 P.M. AND 5 

A.M. *

• NUMBER OF PASSENGERS 
MUST NOT EXCEED THE 

NUMBER OF SEATBELTS IN THE 
VEHICLE. 

• PASSENGER RESTRICTIONS: NO MORE THAN ONE 
(1) PASSENGER UNDER THE AGE OF 18 WHO IS 
NOT AN IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBER UNLESS 

ACCOMPANIED BY DRIVER’S PARENT/GUARDIAN.

• AFTER 6 MONTHS ON A JUNIOR LICENSE, 
THE LIMIT IS INCREASED TO: NO MORE 

THAN 3 PASSENGERS UNDER THE AGE OF 
18 WHO ARE NOT IMMEDIATE FAMILY 
MEMBERS UNLESS ACCOMPANIED BY 

ONE OF YOUR PARENTS 

PA GDL-Junior License 

Stage 2 

Junior License – After passing the driving test, allows unsuper-
vised driving with restrictions: 
No nighttime driving between 11 p.m. and 5 a.m. * 

Number of passengers must not exceed the number of seat-
belts in the vehicle. 

Passenger restrictions: no more than one (1) passenger under 
the age of 18 who is not an immediate family member unless 
accompanied by driver’s parent/guardian. 

After 6 months on a junior license, the limit is increased to: no 
more than 3 passengers under the age of 18 who are not im-
mediate family members unless accompanied by one of your 
parents 

  
  
  

 

PA GDL-
UNRESTRICTED 

LICENSE

STAGE 3

•Issued at age 18 —

•Unlimited driving privileges to teens 
who have progressed through the 
graduated system and have a history 
of safe driving.

Unrestricted License 

•crash- and conviction-free for 12 
months

•completed an approved driver's 
education course

•submit special form DL-59 to PennDOT 
with a certificate of completion from 
an approved driver's education 
course. 

•An affidavit of consent from a parent, 
guardian, person in loco parentis or 
spouse who is at least 18 years of 
age must also be provided.

Unrestricted license before age 18:

PA GDL- Unrestricted License 

STAGE 3 

Unrestricted License 

Issued at age 18 — 

Allows unlimited driving privileges to teens who have pro-
gressed through the graduated system and have a history of 
safe driving.  

Unrestricted license before age 18: 
crash- and conviction-free for 12 months  
completed an approved driver's education course 

submit special form DL-59 to PennDOT with a certificate of com-
pletion from an approved driver's education course. 

An affidavit of consent from a parent, guardian, person in loco 
parentis or spouse who is at least 18 years of age must also 
be provided. 

  
  
  

 

GETTING YOUR LEARNER'S 
PERMIT

Step 1: 

Acquire a PA Driver's 

Manual

online or from license 

center 

Practice for the 

knowledge test

https://www.dmv.pa
.gov/Driver-

Services/Driver-
Licensing/Pages/get
-driver-license.aspx

Step 2: 
Fill out the 

Application (DL-180)
Get a Physical

Back of form DL-180

"Medical 

Qualification 

Certificate”

GETTING YOUR LEARNER'S PERMIT 

Step 1: 
Acquire a PA Driver's Manual 
online or from license center 

Practice for the knowledge test 

https://www.dmv.pa.gov/Driver-Services/Driver-Licensing/
Pages/get-driver-license.aspx 

Step 2: 
Fill out the Application (DL-180) 
Get a Physical 
Back of form DL-180 "Medical Qualification Certificate” 
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OBTAINING 
YOUR 

LEARNER'S 
PERMIT

if under the age 18, must be completed by a 
parent, guardian, or spouse who is 18 or older

Take the completed

APPLICATION DL-180
PERMISSION FORM DL-

180TD

Visit a Driver License Center 

Step 3: 

Obtaining Your Learner's Permit 

Step 3: 
Visit a Driver License Center 

Take the completed 

 APPLICATION DL-180 

 PERMISSION FORM DL-180TD 

If under the age 18, must be completed by 
a parent, guardian, or spouse who is 18 or 
older 
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OBTAINING 
YOUR 

LEARNER'S 
PERMIT -
(CONT.)

Proofs of identity (2):

Social Security Card 

and ONE of the following:

•Birth Certificate (Non-U.S. Birth Certificates will not 
be accepted) 

OR-

•• Certificate of U.S. Citizenship 

• Certificate of Naturalization 

• Valid U.S. Passport

•Out-of-State Driver's License or permit 
accompanied with one of the above documents

•(CAN’T HOLD PERMITS/LICENSE FROM MORE THAN 
ONE STATE)

•Payment – check, money order, card.  

(NO Cash) 

Obtaining Your Learner's Permit - (cont.) 
Proofs of identity (2): 
Social Security Card 

and ONE of the following: 
Birth Certificate (Non-U.S. Birth Certificates will 

not be accepted) 

OR- 

• Certificate of U.S. Citizenship 

• Certificate of Naturalization 

• Valid U.S. Passport 

Out-of-State Driver's License or permit accompa-
nied with one of the above documents 

(CAN’T HOLD PERMITS/LICENSE FROM MORE 
THAN ONE STATE) 

Payment – check, money order, card 

(NO Cash) 
  
  
  

  

 

OBTAINING 
YOUR 

LEARNER'S 
PERMIT

(CONT.)

Step 4: 

While there:

• If you fail the knowledge test:

• The examiner will return the DL180 and 
DL180TD

• Keep your forms in a safe place since you 
must bring them with you when you are 
tested again. 

• You may take the knowledge test only one 
time per day regardless of test location. 

• If you pass:

• A permit will be issued to you

• THEN…

Eye screening and knowledge test 

Obtaining Your Learner's Permit 
(cont.) 
Step 4: 

While there 

Eye screening and knowledge test 

If you fail the knowledge test: 

The examiner will return the DL180 and DL180TD 

Keep your forms in a safe place since you must 
bring them with you when you are tested again. 

You may take the knowledge test only one time 
per day regardless of test location. 

If you pass: 

A permit will be issued to the new driver 

THEN… 
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PRACTICE, PRACTICE, 
PRACTICE

• Complete and log the mandatory minimum hours of 
practice driving time. (At least 60 hours,10 hours nighttime, 5 
hours bad weather.)  These are the minimum time 
recommendations.

Once the requirements are met, and the parent of guardian 
allows, the student may take the license test.

Practice, Practice,  
Practice 

Complete and log the mandatory minimum hours of practice driv-
ing time. (At least 65 hours,10 hours nighttime, 5 hours bad weath-
er.)  These are the minimum time recommendations. 
  
Once the requirements are met, and the parent of guardian allows, 
the student may take the license test. 
  
  
  

 

PA  LICENSING
GETTING YOUR

JUNIOR LICENSE

  

 

TESTING:
PENNDOT 

TEST CENTER 
(FREE)

Taking the Driving 

Test @ PennDOT 

center:

Schedule a road test 

online or call 1-800-

423-5542. (Can be 

scheduled up to 6 

months in advance)

When testing at Driver 

License Center, 

You MUST have:

Your valid learner's 

permit (original, 

unlaminated)

Parent or Guardian 

Certification Form DL-

180C (PDF) if 

applicant is under 18 

years of age

Proof of vehicle 

insurance

Proof of vehicle 

registration

Accompanying driver's 

valid driver's license 

(Be sure that vehicle 
has current 

inspections and that 
all devices operate)

Testing: 
PennDOT Test Center (free) 
  
Taking the Driving Test @ PennDOT center: 
  
Schedule a road test online or call 1-800-423-5542. (Can be sched-

uled up to 6 months in advance) 
When testing at Driver License Center, 
You MUST have: 
Your valid learner's permit (original, unlaminated) 
Parent or Guardian Certification Form DL-180C (PDF) if applicant is 

under 18 years of age 

Proof of vehicle insurance 

Proof of vehicle registration 

Accompanying driver's valid driver's license 

(Be sure that vehicle has current inspections and that all devices 
operate) 
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TESTING: 
AT 

SCHOOL 
(FREE)

(May be possible to use school driver ed 
vehicle)

Or… the signed form which is notarized

Notary Public
District Judge 
(Magistrate)

Parent must come in to sign a DL- 180C

Signature must be witnessed by driving or test 
instructor or a school official

Make arrangements with your Driving Instructor 

for a testing time.

Testing at School (free) 
Make the arrangements with your Driving Instructor for a testing 

time. 
Parent must come in to sign a DL- 180C 

Signature must be witnessed by driving or test instructor or a 
school official 
Or… the signed form which is notarized by: 
Notary Public 

District Judge (Magistrate) 
No cost (possible to use school driver ed vehicle) 
  
  
  

     

  

 

THIRD PARTY TESTING

Certain private driving 
schools or testing 
contractors.

Charge a fee per 
test. 

Pass or fail.

Third Party Testing 

Certain private driving schools or testing contractors. 
Charge a fee per test. Pass or fail. 
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TAKING THE ROAD TEST

Vehicle Controls: 

• Operate horn, all lights, 
windshield wipers, 
parking brake, 4-way 
flashers, defroster, etc.

• Failure to operate any of 
the vehicle controls will 
result in a failure of the 
Road Test.

Parallel Park: 

• Park your vehicle midway 
between two uprights in 
a space that is 24 feet 
long and eight (8) feet 
wide. 

• Your entire vehicle must 
be completely inside the 
space

• You have one attempt to 
park using no more than 
three adjustments.

Taking the Road Test 

  
Vehicle Controls: 
Operate horn, all lights, windshield wipers, parking brake, 4-way 

flashers, defroster, etc. 
 Failure to operate any of the vehicle controls will result in a failure 

of the Road Test. 
Parallel Park: 
Park your vehicle midway between two uprights in a space that is 

24 feet long and eight (8) feet wide. 
Your entire vehicle must be completely inside the space. You have 

one attempt to park using no more than three adjustments. 
  
  
  

 

TAKING THE ROAD TEST
The examiner is the only passenger during the test. 

• Gives directions where to drive and what maneuvers to make. 

• Make notes on vehicle control, using turn signals or any other 
vehicle controls that may be necessary during the test.

•Unable to operate any vehicle controls

• Violating any traffic laws

(failing to obey a stop sign, speeding)

• Driving dangerously or recklessly

• Making errors in safe driving practices

• Failing to follow  instructions .

• Causing a crash

• Not using turn signals

FAIL

Taking the Road Test 

  
The examiner is the only passenger during the test. 
Gives directions where to drive and what maneuvers to make. 
Make notes on vehicle control, using turn signals or any other vehi-

cle controls that may be necessary during the test. 
  
FAILURE= 

Unable to operate any vehicle controls 

• Violating any traffic laws (failing to obey a stop sign, speeding) 

• Driving dangerously or recklessly 

• Making errors in safe driving practices 

• Failing to follow instructions. 
• Causing a crash 

• Not using turn signals   

  
  
  

 

LICENSE TESTING

Pass

• Refer to 
pages 5 & 6 
of the

PA Driver’s 
Manual

Receive 
License

• If testing through school, the 
teacher will sign and stamp 
your permit. This is now a valid 
license until you receive a 
“camera card” in the mail from 
PennDOT

Get Photo 
License

•License Center. 
Fee has already 
been paid when 
getting permit

LICENSE TESTING 

Refer to pages 5 & 6 of the PA Driver’s Manual 
  

When you pass, if at a PennDOT center, receive your picture license 

If testing through school, the teacher will sign and stamp your per-
mit. This is now a valid license until you receive a “camera card” 

in the mail from PennDOT, 
then, get Photo License at a PennDOT License Center. 
Your fee has already been paid when getting permit. 
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LICENSE TESTING

Fail
If under the 

age of 18-
Must wait 7 
days to re-

test

Three 
failures

•Refer to pages 6 of 
the

PA Driver’s Manual *

The tester will 

sign and date 

your permit as a 
failure. 

Must re-apply 

for a permit 
extensionPASS

LICENSE TESTING 

Refer to pages 6 of the PA Driver’s Manual * 

If the novice driver fails: 
If under the age of 18-Must wait 7 days to re-test 

If over 18, may retest as soon as it is practical to do so. 
The tester will sign and date your permit as a failure. 
After three failures: Driver must reapply for a permit extension. 
Must re-apply for a permit extension 

  
  
  
  
  

  

 

LICENSE TESTING

Pass

• Refer to 
pages 5 & 6 
of the

PA Driver’s 
Manual

Receive 
License

• If testing through school, the 
teacher will sign and stamp 
your permit. This is now a valid 
license until you receive a 
“camera card” in the mail from 
PennDOT

Get Photo 
License

•License Center. 
Fee has already 
been paid when 
getting permit

When you pass, if at a PennDOT center, receive your picture license 

If testing through school, the teacher will sign and stamp your per-
mit. This is now a valid license until you receive a “camera card” 

in the mail from PennDOT, 
then, get Photo License at a PennDOT License Center. 
Your fee has already been paid when getting permit. 

  

  

 

Process for Graduating from a Junior to a Senior License 

A Junior Driver's License may be changed to a regular, Non-Commercial Driver's 

License when you meet these requirements: 

Held a Junior Driver's License for 1 year, 
NO convictions of any violation of the Vehicle Code, 
Not been in an accident for which you are responsible. 
Successfully completed an Education Department approved 

driver’s education course 

NOTE: A Junior Driver's License shall automatically become a Regu-
lar Driver's License when you turn 18 years old. 
Process: 

Complete Form DL-59. 
Mail application to: PennDOT, 
If application is approved, you will receive an update card to car-

ry with your Junior Driver's License. 
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PRACTICE ASSIGNMENT

• FILL THE SAMPLE APPLICATION FORMs
IN THE CORRECT SECTIONS

• HAVE AUTHORIZED PERSON LOOK AT AND 
SIGN THE AUTHORIZATION FORM (DL180-ttd)

-all forms are sample exercises and are not 
official

-social security # may be filled as 111-11-
1111
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Be Ready, Be Safe, Be Responsible

This series was produced by the Novice Driver Statewide Program and the IUP Institute for 
Rural Health and Safety through a grant from the PA Highway Safety Office

Videos and Photos: IRHS/NDSP
Other Photos , 3-D models: Creative Commons and MS online resources
You Tube Links-CHOP


