TOT Subcommittee Report on Web Development Tool Replacement
January 3, 2008

Members Attending: Tim Estep, Lloyd Onyett, Brad Smith, Ed Zimmerman

Purpose: To investigate and report findings to the Technology Operations Team concerning the product replacement for Microsoft’s FrontPage which is no longer supported by Microsoft. The Technology Operations Team will then make recommendations to ACPAC as to viable solutions.

Premise: Recommendations are made on technology considerations such as installation, support, stability, and product functionality. Teaching considerations should be made by qualified faculty.

Findings:  Currently the public datacenters have both Adobe Dreamweaver and Microsoft FrontPage installed. Departmental labs are either using the two above products or an open source solution called NVu  (N  View).  A comparison of Dreamweaver and NVu can be found at the end of this document. NVu can be thought of as an entry level web authoring solution that meets the needs of the masses. It has a good WYSIWYG editor and is supported across multiple platforms including the Windows, Macintosh, and Linux operating systems. Dreamweaver is the industry standard for website creation and has a robust feature set. 

Recommendations: This subcommittee recommends that Dreamweaver continue to be installed in the public datacenters.  In addition, NVu should also be installed in the Public Data Centers.  FrontPage should be removed as it no longer supported by Microsoft. 
If a department or college is looking for an entry level, NVu should be closely looked at as it met this committee’s requirement for installation, stability, and product functionality. This committee also recommends that if a low end solution is required that a single solution should be sought for all.

Feature Set List:
	General
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Editor  
	Version  
	Creator   
	Cost (USD)  
	Software license  
	Website  

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Dreamweaver
	CS3 (9.0)
	Adobe 
	$95.08**
	Closed source
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nvu 
	1
	Daniel Glazman
	Free
	MPL/GPL/LGPL
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Operating system support
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Editor  
	Windows  
	Mac OS X  
	Mac OS 9  
	Linux  
	BSD  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nvu 
	Yes
	Yes
	No?
	Yes
	Yes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dreamweaver
	Yes
	Yes
	Dropped
	No
	No

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Editor features
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Editor  
	FTP Upload  
	Server-side scripting  
	Shared editing  
	Spell checking  
	Templates 


	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dreamweaver
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nvu
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Web technology support
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Editor
	CSS2  
	Frames  
	Java  
	JavaScript  
	XSLT  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dreamweaver
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	Yes
	Yes

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nvu
	Yes
	No
	No
	Yes
	No

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Image format support
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Editor
	JPEG  
	GIF  
	PNG  
	MNG  
	TIFF  

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Dreamweaver
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nvu
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No


fff

** Based on PASSHE contract pricing
