
 
 
 

CURRICULUM VITA 
SARAH WHEELER 

 
Education Ph.D  2001, Public and International Affairs, Graduate School of Public  
  and International Affairs, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, PA. 
  Dissertation: Determinants of Unmet Need for Contraception in Brazil 
  and an Evaluation of Brazil’s Family Planning Programs. 
 
   Master's Degree  1989, Public and International Affairs,  

 Graduate School of Public and International Affairs, University of 
 Pittsburgh. 

   
Bachelor of Arts  1983  University of Notre Dame 

  Major:  Government and International Relations. 
  

Certificate in Latin American Studies 1989, University of Pittsburgh. 
 
  Teaching Certificate in Social Studies 2001, Robert Morris College. 

 
Honors 
2003  IUP  R.O.S.E. Award for Recognition of Superior Effort.  Award 
  sponsored by the Office of Housing and Residence Life designed 
  to provide residential students an opportunity to recognize faculty 
  members whose insight and guidance have profoundly influenced 
  their lives.  
 
Peer-reviewed Journal Articles 

“Point/Counterpoint: Electoral College Reform.”  Fall/Winter International Social 
Science Review  Vol. 82:176-186,  2007. 

 
“Role Playing Games and Simulations for American Government Courses” in 
Academic Exchange Quarterly, Winter 2007. 

 
"Role Playing Games and Simulations for International Issues Courses" in  

  Journal of Political Science Education.   Vol 2 (3): 331-347, 2006. 
 
Conference and Seminar Participation 
 
Paper presented at the Political Science Association of Pennsylvania, Robert Morris 
University, Moon, PA  March 31, 2017. “Teaching Political Science to Bridge the Divide 
Between Domestic and Global Affairs.”  Also Chair and Discussant of the panel. 
 
Paper presented at the National Social Science Association Conference, Portland, Oregon 
August 2-5, 2015 “Interdisciplinary Approach to Investigating the Effects of 
Decentralization in LDCs.”   
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Paper presented at Global Studies Conference University of Toledo, Ohio June 12-13, 
2015  “A Meta-Analysis of the Effects of Decentralization in LDCs.” 
 
Paper presented at the Global Awareness Society Conference, Montego Bay June 5-8, 
2014. “Integrating International Students in the study of International Relations.” 
 
Paper presented at the Natl Social Science Assoc Conference, Las Vegas, NV March 24-
27, 2013. “Health Care Reform in LDCs.” 
 
Paper presented at the World International Studies Conference, Porto, Portugal. August 
17-20, 2011 Topic: “The Impact of Decentralization on Health Care Programs in Less 
Developed Countries.” 
 
Paper presented at the Northeast Political Science Association’s annual meeting 
November 2009, Philadelphia, PA. Topic:  Decentralization in Less Developed 
Countries. 
 
Paper presented at the American Political Science Association’s annual meeting Sept 1, 
2006.  Topic: RPGs and Sims for American Government Courses.  Philadelphia, PA. 
 
Paper presented at the National Social Science Association on Simulations for American 
Government Courses. Conference in Montreal, (Quebec) Canada.  Aug. 9, 2006 
 
Paper presented at the Midwest Political Science Association on  
Role Playing Games for International Relations. April 2006, Chicago, IL.  

 
Paper presented at the American Political Science Association's Conference Sept 1, 2005.  
Topic: Meta-analysis of Role Playing Games in Political Science.  Paper is published as 
Online Proceedings. 
 
Paper Presented on April 10, 2005 at the Midwest Political Science Association's annual 
mtg.  Paper topic: "Decentralization's impact on Family" Planning Programs in Less 
Developed Countries. 
 
Paper Presented April 15, 2004  Edinboro University of PA, 
Conference on Latin America and the U.S.: Challenges and 
Opportunities of Globalization presented a paper entitled: New 
Challenges for Family Planning Programs in Latin America  
 
Paper Presented Nov. 6-8, 2003  Northeastern Political Science 
Association, Brazil's Family Planning Policies: A Comparison with 
other LDCs. Philadelphia, PA. 
 
Seminar Participant at SSHE Summer Academy on Student 
Centered Learning.  Millersville University, July 20-25, 2003. 
 
Paper Presented March 21-25, 2001  Robert Morris College 12th 

Annual Teaching Economics Conference, Topic:  Instruction Classroom Based Research. 
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Paper Presented Sept. 12 and 19, 2000  Robert Morris College, Teaching Social Studies 
Workshop presented to secondary teachers of social studies.  Topic:  Group simulation 
exercises.  

 
Dissertation Overview  Sept. 2001 GSPIA, U. of Pittsburgh.  
Presentation on the Politics of Brazil's Family Planning Program and a statistical analysis 
of determinants of unmet need in Brazil. 

 
Grants 
 

IUP University Senate Research Award for an International Conference  2006. 
  
Book Reviews 

Book review of Mexican Governance: From Single-Party Rule to Divide 
Government eds. Armand B. Peschard-Sverdrup and Sara R. Riof, CSIS 
Press, 2005 in Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries. 
 
Book review of Troubled neighbors: the story of US-Latin American 
relations, from FDR to the present by Henry Raymont.   Westview Press, 
2005 in Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries. 
 
Book review of Plaza of Sacrifices: gender, power, and terror in 1968 
Mexico by Elaine Carey. University of New Mexico Press, 2005.  
International Social Science Review, July 2006. 

 
Book review of Political (in)justice: authoritarianism and the rule of law in 
Brazil, Chile and Argentina by Anthony W. Pereira. University of 
Pittsburgh Press, 2005 in Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries.   

 
  Book review of Racial politics in post-revolutionary Cuba by Mark Q. Sawyer 
  (2006) in Choice: Current Reviews for Academic Libraries. 
 

Book review of Informal institutions and democracy: lessons from Latin America 
edited by Gretchen Helmke and Steven Levitsky in Choice: Current Reviews for 
Academic Libraries. 
 
Book review of Changing Structure of Mexico: political, social, and economic 
prospects edited by Laura Randall  in Choice: Current Reviews for Academic 
Libraries. 
   
Book review of Civil Society and Democracy in Latin America edited by Richard 
Feinberg, Carlos Waisman and Leon Zamosc in Choice: Current Reviews for 
Academic Libraries. 
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Service 
 
To the University: 
 
IUP’s Career and Professional Development Center’s Advisory Board. 2015-Present. 
 
Local CAP chair for APSCUF.  2011-2014.  CAP stands for Committee for Action 
Through Politics.  As such I am also a member of IUP APSCUF’s Executive Council and 
Rep Council.  I attend state CAP meetings twice/semester in Harrisburg and locally 
twice/month as part of Executive Council. 
 
University Wide Undergraduate Curriculum Committee – elected office; term 2005-2007. 
 
University Senate as an at large member 2007-2011, subcommittee: Academic Affairs. 
 
IUP Foundation Board of Directors Member 2004-07. 
 
University Strategic Planning Committee 2006-07 
 
Advisor to the International Student Club  2006-07. 
 
Advisor for IUP's chapter of  Pi Gamma Mu, the honor society for the Social Sciences 
from 2002 until present. 
 
Co-chair of the Subcommittee for Liberal Studies Revision dealing with the Oral 
Communication requirements:  2008-2009. 
 
University Senate Academic Affairs Committee 2007-present. 
 
Advisor to Amnesty International (IUP chapter) 2009-present. 
 
Coordinator of  IUP's Latin American Studies Minor  2008-2011 
 
Social Committee for APSCUF 2002-2003 and 2003-2004.  I assisted in the 
arrangements for the end-of-the-year party at the College Lodge for all members.  
 
APSCUF  Representative for PLSC dept for 2003-2004 and 2004 and 2005.   
 
Alternate Delegate for Legislative Assembly (APSCUF)  2004-2005, 2005-2006, 2008-
2009, 2009-2010, 
 
Delegate for Legislative Assembly (APSCUF) 2010-present 
 
APSCUF Scholarship Committee 2004-2005.  Reviewer of applications for scholarships 
that APSCUF-IUP awards to students. 
 
Newer Faculty Committee 2003-2004,  I addressed the incoming faculty during their 
orientation session regarding the information that is essential for new faculty. 
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Professional Service to the Department: 
Graduate Coordinator of MAPA program  May 2010 – present. 
 
Internship Director for PLSC Dept Jan. 2014-present. 
 
Graduate Program Revision Committee 2008-present. 
 
Coordinator of a PLSC sponsored university-wide presentation entitled: Nations without 
a State: Palestinians and Kurds with two IUP faculty as presenters: Dr. I. Affaneh and Dr. 
Azad Ali. 
 
Judge and Advisor to Model United Nations 2005- Present.  I recruit and coach students 
to participate in these intercollegiate competitions.  I also serve as a judge during the 
competitions, which are held on Saturdays. 
 
Chair of the thesis for Joseph Clites whose graduation was Dec 2010.  I served as a 
Masters Thesis committee member for Benson Musila, Clair Waki, Suat Aybars Erdemli 
and Ipek Ayden.   
 
McNair Scholar advisor for PLSC student Jarred Smith 2010-2011. 
 
Internship Coordinator for PLSC dept Spr 11, replacement for colleague on sabbatical. 
 
PLSC Scholarship Committee 2010-2011. 
 
Dept Representative to the CHSS Outcomes Assessment Committee  2005 to 2008. 
 
Department Faculty Search Committee Chair 2003-2004.  In this role I attended the 
APSA annual conference in August and interviewed 17 potential candidates.  I also 
completed the necessary paperwork for the interviews and coordinated the evaluation and 
interviewing process. 
 
Judge, American Mock Trial Association's Regional Tournament Feb. 27, 2004. 
I served as a judge for two separate mock trial sessions held at IUP. 
 
Working with the admissions office, I have called, emailed and sent letters to many 
prospective students.  2003 to 2008. 
 
Professional Service to the Community: 
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series March 2017 Topic: Latin America’s Political Pendulum. 
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series March 2015 Topic: Brazil's Metamorphosis.    
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series March 2013 Topic: Intervention: R2P.                                                 
 



 

 6 

Lecturer, Great Decisions Series March 2011  Topic: Global Governance/Multilateralism. 
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series  March 2008  Topic: Latin America: Turn to the Left? 
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series March 2007   Topic:  Mexico’s elections. 
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series March 2006.  Topic: Brazil’s current situation 
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series March 2005.  Topic:  The Widening Poverty Gap 
Worldwide.  This was coordinated by IUP's Continuing Education Dept. 
 
Lecturer, Great Decisions Series April 2004.  I presented an overview of U.S.- Latin 
American relations.  This was coordinated by IUP's Continuing Education Dept. 
 
Evaluator for ARC of Indiana and Armstrong Counties, 2001-2002.  I evaluated two 
programs for ARC (Association for Retarded Citizens).  I evaluated their Educational 
Advocacy/Parent Mentor Program and their local implementation of the statewide IM4Q 
assessments.  In each case I interviewed numerous clients, parents, caseworkers and 
several IM4Q monitors.  I also attended training sessions for evaluators and monitors. 
 
 
Membership in Professional Organization 
   Latin American Studies Association (LASA)  
   American Political Science Association (APSA) 
   Midwest Political Science Association (MPSA) 
   Association for Women in Development (AWID) 
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