· Liberal Studies Committee Minutes 
October 21, 1999 
Zink Conference Room 
3:15 PM 

Members present: M. Sadler, M. Swinker, Xi Wang, B. Carter, C. Zoni, D. Ausel, D. Pounds, W. Foran 
Members excused: B. Goodwin, B. Mitchell, H. Anderson
Meeting called to order at 3: 15 p.m. 

Action: 
Approved minutes from October 14, 1999 meeting on a WangIZoni motion. 


Discussion: 
Goals of Liberal Studies program were distributed as a reference for discussion on outcomes. 

Reviewed the current assessment tools related to the Liberal Studies program, EN 202 research writing, writing intensive courses, synthesis courses, and cooperative learning efforts. Will review on an individual basis for relevance and connection to the established goals. As a result of lengthy discussions on issues related to the current tools and measuring outcomes for the Liberal Studies curriculum, the following ideas were formulated: 

1. determine whether APSCUF approval was sought when the initial overall assessment was conducted; also identify the process/procedures for ongoing assessment 

2. identify the purpose of the assessment and the outcomes that are essential to measure 

3. Middle States has recommended that we incorporate cognitive measures as well as measures in the affective domain 

4. concerning synthesis and writing intensive questionnaires -language and items need reviewed before distributing to faculty 

5. send letter to "writing" faculty asking for input on questionnaires 

6. discussed sampling issues -convenience sample vs. random sample 

7. agreed that asking faculty to volunteer for completing the questionnaires along with personal reminders might increase the likelihood of an adequate sample 

8. discussed the importance of information technology and ways to insure that technology permeates the curriculum 

9. discussed faculty development issues/needs: 

-purpose and goals of liberal education and helping students make essential connections 

-ways to increase student awareness of how a liberal education provides a foundation for their major as well as life outside of academia (relevance of the content/curriculum) 

-purpose and function of learning communities 

-advisers role in the liberal studies curriculum 

10. invite Gary Rice to a November meeting to discuss outcomes and the general plan for collecting data university-wide 

11. review assessment tools as individuals and continue discussion at the next meeting 

Improving the Scheduling Process draft document -committee members encouraged to review 
the document and provide feedback to Gail Berlin or Mark Staszkiewicz. 


Adjourned at 5 p.m. 
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