Liberal Studies Committee Minutes

October 31, 2002

Gordon Hall 1st Floor Lounge

Members Present: M.Sadler, M.Swinker, F. Slack, C. Young, M. Dively, E. Mannikka, T. Warman

R. Rearick, B. Carter, G. Wilson
Guests: Dr. Cathy Stephenson and Dr. Ray Beisel
Excused: J. Pickering, C. Zoni
Minutes from 10/24 approved on a Carter/Rearick motion.

Discussed the recommendation on conversion to 120 credits that is on the Senate agenda for November meeting. Brenda Carter raised the issue of why we continue to use “sh” designation instead of “cr”.  On a Carter/Mannikka motion a recommendation to convert language in all curriculum documents from semester hours to credit hours was approved. This recommendation will advance to UWUCC. 

Drs. Beisel and Stephenson presented their proposal LBST 499 Wonders of the Natural World. Discussion followed and concluded with several suggestions : (1) rework the course description to make more explicit the thrust of the course – to be cognizant of the natural wonders in the environment and aware of potential threats, (2) identify more clearly the distinct disciplinary perspectives that provide the framework, (3) course outline –just some minor word changes that more accurately reflect the material for discussion and correct the hour distribution so that there are 42 hours of class (content field trips and exams) and a 2 hr final exam period, (4) consider making reading list more diverse by including some Native American and other literature, (5) consider the need for making changes in syllabus/assignments depending on the time of the year course is taught, (6) course objective #6, consider  “observe” as the verb rather than “learn”. There was also discussion about the need for adequate student preparation to enhance the field trip experiences.  Drs. Beisel and Stephenson agreed to consider the recommendations. Committee agreed to review the revised proposal.  
On a Young/Rearick motion ENGL 396 Literature of Emerging Nations was approved as meeting criteria for a Liberal Studies Elective (previously given approval for non-western designation).

Tables review of the Type II proposal from Criminology department because of time (Sadler and Carter needed to attend Academic Council meeting).  Will be on agenda for Nov 7th.

Reported on meeting with English dept and distributed their plan for self-study of LS offerings. 

Adjourned at 4:35 pm

