Liberal Studies Committee Minutes 

February 6, 2003
1st Floor Lounge Gordon Hall
3:15 pm 
Members present: M. Sadler, E. Mannikka,  C. Young, F. Slack,
M. Dively, 


G. Wilson, M. Swinker, J. Myers, C. Zoni. B. Carter
Excused:  T. Warman, R. Rearick
Meeting called to order at 3:15 p.m.
Minutes from January 30 were approved on a Wilson/Mannikka  motion.
Dr. James Myers, Math dept. was introduced and welcomed.   

Dr. Tom Ault presented his proposal, LBST 499 Classical Italy: A Study Tour, and responded to comments/questions. Approved on a Wilson/Zoni motion with the following suggestions:

1) change the course description eliminating reference to a particular summer session and cost of the trip;

2) suggested readings – some other options will be forwarded from Eleanor Mannikka to the proposer;

3) add to the disciplinary perspectives section how art, art history, religion, history and theater will be addressed since it seems these are integral to the course

4) specify the pre-departure class time expectations, i.e. # of class meetings, length of meetings and content 

5) change prerequisite to 73 cr without reference to the specific audience you are hoping to attract;

6) change of pronouns in course objectives

7) consider changing objective #5 and perhaps make this objective one that includes synthetic thinking or fostering of synthesis.

8) appears to be a 4 week course – is this the case? If so, this needs to be explicit in the syllabus and course description

9) important to let students know up front about luggage restrictions; anti-American sentiment, use of alcohol.

10) re-consider a more generous curfew since evening meals are customarily later than in the US and there are many activities students could engage in without jeopardizing their safety

11) members of the LSC will forward to Tom any helpful suggestions from their own experiences of taking students abroad

12) final paper –more specific about when this is due

Approved Liberal Studies revisions for the following programs:
on a Carter/Mannikka motion, the BS Finance with the following changes: LS credits 55 cr and free electives 5 cr.;

on a Zoni/Swinker motion, the BS Physics, BA Physics, BS Applied Physics;

on a Swinker/Young motion, the BS Biochemistry with the recommendation to move MATH 124 to the LS Elective category so that the math category requirement is consistent with the established range of 3-6. 

Discussion about LS curriculum revision ensued. Mary Sadler shared Jerry Gaff’s biography; he is a consultant recommended by AGLS leadership. 
Discussion about First Year Experience and the meeting with Rhonda Luckey and Carmy Carranza.
Adjourned at 5:00 pm
