Liberal Studies Committee Meeting

September 2, 2004

1st Floor Lounge Gordon Hall

3:15 p.m.

Present:  M. Sadler, B.G. Wilson, M. Collins, Y. Asamoah, F. Slack, C. Young, S. Deutschlander, B. Blackledge
Excused:  A. Stenta (for semester), E. Mannikka (for semester), C. Zoni, J. Myers
Guests:  Dr. Lingyan Yang, Dr. Stephanie Caulder, Dr. Matt Baumer, Dr. LeAnn Wilkie
Minutes from 4/22 approved on a Young/Collins motion.   Blackledge abstained.
Welcome and introduction of new members.
Need 2 student members on the committee.

One time approval for Dr. Mike Korns to teach LBST 499 the World of Work for fall 04 only Mike will be asked to submit to the LSC, later in the semester, a request to be considered as a permanent addition to the section. The written request should reflect an understanding of the goals of synthesis by addressing what expertise/contributions the faculty will bring to the LBST 499 section and how the faculty intends to foster synthetic thinking (pedagogy). 
It was decided that the LSC will request this type of documentation from faculty for whom a request is made to add the person to teach an existing section of synthesis.  

Discussed revised LBST 499 proposal Goddesses, Artists, and Women Warriors: Asian American and Asian Diasporic Women’s Literature and new LBST 499 proposal The Odyssey of Migration: Asian American & Asian Diasporic Autobiography & Novel with Dr. Lingyan Yang. 
The committee members shared a concern that the substantive recommendations for revision offered at the 4/22/04 meeting were not fully addressed. The committee continues to be concerned that the rigor of the course including the required reading expectations is more consistent with a graduate level course for English majors. The changes in the syllabus that were made in light of the recommendations were noted.
 The committee offers the following recommendations for revision of both proposals: 
1) consider narrowing the focus of the proposals in an effort to make them more accessible for the undergraduate junior or senior student; as designed it seems very ambitious to accomplish all that is expected with an interdisciplinary undergraduate audience. You may wish to reconsider the requirement for 2 synthetic papers;  2) objectives to be student-centered and written in behavioral language, i.e. explain..., demonstrate…, analyze…, compare…., synthesize;  3) for course objectives, begin with the stem: “At the end of the course students will be able to:”; 4)  include the culminating activity scheduled for Week 15 (final exam week); 5) consider a shorter course description – the longer version can be used for the Publicity Statement and typical readings should appear in the final sentences of  the Publicity Statement, 6) provide a definition or criteria for grading class participation; and 7) meet with experienced synthesis faculty from English , for instance,  Vella, Masiello, Chow to discuss your proposal and the feedback from the LSC. 
The LSC looks forward to reviewing the proposals once the issues raised have been addressed in revised proposals. 
Approved the liberal studies component of the Associate of Arts – Business, Computer and Information Technology Specialization program revision proposal.  
On an Asamoah/Blackledge motion, approved Type I writing status for Dr Stephanie Caulder, Music department. Some minor suggestions for revision were accepted as appropriate by the proposer. 
Approved MUHI 302 Music History II as a Type II department writing course. 
Tabled a decision on Type II status for MUHI 301 Music History I pending receipt of the complete proposal. 
Caroll Young suggested beginning a Synthesis Round Table at the Oak Room for new faculty to meet with experienced synthesis faculty in an informal setting.  M. Sadler will act on the suggestion.  

Meeting adjourned 5:10
