Liberal Studies Committee Meeting Minutes
November 2, 2006

                                                                      3:15 pm
Present: M. Sadler, J. Myers, T. Wacker, B. Knickelbein, K. McKee, P. Barnacle, C. Zoni, 
F. Slack, J. Coccarelli
Excused: Y. Asamoah, M. Hughes
Absent: N. Austin
On a Zoni/Knickelbein motion approved the 10-26-06 minutes.
On a Myers/Wacker motion approved HNRC 499 Men & Masculinities, Dr. Robert Heasley, Department of Sociology. Some minor items are brought to the proposers attention: 1) change reference to the LBST prefix throughout the syllabus, and 2) check the typo on author spelling for Mitch Albom. There was discussion about the role that sports plays in the development of a male identity. Dr. McKee, department of Health & Physical Education will consider letting Dr. Heasley know of his interest in this course and his willingness to be a collaborator.  It was also suggested by another committee member that the book Season of Life by Marx provides an excellent portrayal of sports and masculinity.  
Reviewed the BIOL 281 proposal, a course that is in the process of being developed and provided feedback to the proposer.   The following items were offered as feedback:
1) Is this course intended as part of a minor in Forensic Science?
2) Is any prerequisite knowledge necessary for the content of the course and for the assignment expectations?
3) The textbook Forensic Pathology sounded daunting -- is it?  If it is a hefty read, we again wondered about the course having no prerequisites. Insure a good fit with the expectations for student learning, the knowledge base of the student, and the intended textbook.
4) The title suggests a course that will examine investigative techniques -- would expertise from the Criminology dept make this a stronger course, or should the course be titled, Introduction to the Biology of Forensic Science and Investigation? In this case emphasizing the Biology knowledge, not crime scene investigative techniques that may require some criminology background.
5) The attendance policy --may wish to define "frequent absence” and "lower grade".
6) Digital photography --is this provided for students or are they responsible for using their own equipment
7) A case was made to consider adding  "instructor approval" for the topics students choose for presenting (case studies from a  professor on the LSC convinced us that this was not a bad idea)
8) With your proposal, we will need  a letter from you asking that students who enroll get credit for ______; it should be clear in the letter that you understand we are not approving the course, but allowing students who enroll to count it.  Indicate in the letter your plans for how and when you will offer this.
Adjourned at 4:40 on a Zoni/Barnacle motion. 
